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jANUARY 28, 2007, 2:00 p.m., SCOTTSBORO PUBLIC LIBRARY
meeting room, I002 SOUTH BR‘oAbSTREET,sconsaono. .
jen Stewart, j CHA ProgramVice-President, is pleased to announce II _
BobbyWo r d wil l share a vintage film of Scottsboro made in the early“
l9505 which was produced by his father, the late RobertWord . Step
back in t ime and view Scottsboro as it appeared almost:--60.years ago.‘“".'

I See if you can recognize any of the citizens in the film. The meeting is
open to the public. Please feel free to invite a friend.
2007 DUESa r e n o w due & payable: Annual Dues (except senior’citizens) - $20.00
Annual Dues fo r members 65years of a g e ‐S I5.00 LIFE MEMBERSHIP - SI$0.00
Members in good standing receive jACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES
quarterly in january, April, july, and October.
CHRONICLESEditor: Ann B.Chambless, 435 Barbee Lane, Scottsboro,AL 35769
Email: rabcl23@scottsboro.org

jackson County HiistoricalAssoc
PO. Box I494

Scottsboro,_AL 35768

PLEASE INCLUDE9DIGIT‘_
ZIP CODE with your 7 ,. .ANNUAL DUES: $20.00 (dueJan I)-‘
membership renewal IF " I. seniorCitizen Annual Dues‐$I5.00 ,
YOUR ADDRESSCHANGES, __ , LIFEMEMBERSHIP: $|50.00- I
please notify the jCHA to , ' Please,mail your check to :
assure continuity in mailings. JCHA TREASURER

P.O. Box I494.Scottsboro.AL 35768‘



[2007 J C H A orrlcensl
PRESIDENT Donna Hais l ip
PROGRAM VP J e n S t e w a r t
MEMBERSHIP VP J u d i Weaver
SECRETARY Barbara J a c o b s
TREASURER B o b Cross ley
DIRECTORS C l y d e B r o a d w a y

A n n B . C h a m b l e s s
K e l l y Goodowens
J o h n F. N e e l y

GOOD NEWS f r o m PAINT ROCK VALLEj
The l o n g a w a i t e d t e e sh i r t s w i t h t h e PRV
P i p e V i n e S w a l l o w t a i l B u t t e r fl y a r e n o w
o n s a l e a s w e l l a s a s e t o f n o t e c a r d s
w i t h t h e s a m e b u t t e r fl y pho to . B o t h i t e m s
c a n be pu rchased f o r $10.00 each prepa id .
M a k e y o u r c h e c k p a y a b l e t o PRV H i s t o r y
Pro jec t a n d m a i l to JCHA, P. O. B o x 1494.
Scottsbosro, AL 35768.
J u d y Prince, PRV H i s t o r y Pro jec t c o ‑

. ordinator, w i l l m a i l y o u r purchase(s) .
2007 PRV Firs t Sunday Ya r d Sales w i l l
resume t h e fi r s t S u n d a y in M a r c h .
T h e above desc r i bed i t e m s w i l l a l s o be
f o r sa le a t t h e H i s t o r y Pro jec t ’s F i r s t
Sunday Ya r d Sales.
T h e o ld ag bu i ld ing a t t h e PRV schoo l
needs immed ia te restorat ion. M a n y PRV
proponents w o u l d l i ke to s e e t h i s bu i ld ing
restored a n d used f o r a PRV His to ry Exh ib i t
f a c i l i t y. A g r o u p o f l o c a l m u s i c i a n s w a n t
to sponsor a concer t to a t t r a c t outs ide
funding before deterioration completely
c la ims t h i s h i s t o r i c bu i l d i ng .

JAMES W. JOHNSON, B o x E, Cus te r C i t y,
PA 16725, is research ing Wi l l iam Owen
JOHNSON,b o r n c i r c a 1831-1832, in TN,
w h o marr ied G i n c e y E VA N S (born c i r c a
1829-1830) in A L . W m . O. JOHNSON
purchased t h e NW1/4 o f t h e NE quar te r
o f Sec t i on 28, T 5 , Range 5 E a s t i n M a r c h
1852. T h e y moved to Hopk ins Co, TX by
1860. Who w a s fa ther of Wm. 0. Johnson? 2

BELLEFONT CEMETERY
ADDED TO ALABAMA
HISTORIC CEMETERY
REGISTER in 2006
The Be l le fon te Cemetery
w a s inven to r i ed a n d
photographed a f t e r a
m a j o r re -c lean ing in 2006.
I n N o v e m b e r 2006, L e e
A n n Wofford, C e m e t e r y
P r o g r a m Coord inator f o r
t h e A labama H is to r i ca l
Commission, n o t i fi e d t h e
J C H A t h a t t h e Be l l e fon te
C e m e t e r y i s t h e fi r s t
cemetery in J a c k s o n
C o u n t y t o b e l i s ted o n
t h e Alabama H is to r i c
C e m e t e r y Reg is te r. The
app l ica t ion w a s prepared
a n d submit ted by Ann B.
Chambless a n d Donna
Hais l ip . T h i s p ro jec t h a s
been supported by JCHA
m e m b e r s w h o volun ‑
teered l a b o r as w e l l as
finances.
P lease s e e P a g e 3 .

In Apr i l I i t w i l l be t i m e to
b e g i n o u r annual c l e a n i n g
o f t h i s cemetery. P lease
l o o k f o r d a t e a n d t i m e t o
be announced in t h e l o c a l
newspapers.

PLEASE NOTE: T h e J C H A
loaned t h e Sco t t sbo ro
Publ ic L i b r a r y 11 4 r o l l s o f
m i c r o fi l m o f t h e P r o b a t e
a n d E s t a t e records f r o m
mid-18503 t h r o u g h e a r l y
19005 w h i c h w e r e fi l m e d
b y Gen. S o c i e t y o f U t a h .
Feel f r e e to u s e these!



468 South Perry Street
' Montgomery. Alabama
36l30‐09OO
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preservem'5
ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

November 28, 2006

jackson County Historical Society
PO. Box l494
Scottsboro, Alabama 35768

RE: Bellefonte Cemetery, Jackson County

Dear Sirs and Madams:

The Alabama Historical Commission is pleased to inform you that the Bellefonte Cemetery
located off County Road 33in Hollywood, has been favorably reviewed and is now listed on the
Alabama Historic Cemetery Register.

The Alabama Historic Cemetery Register is a prestigious listing of historic cemeteries in
Alabama. These selected cemeteries are worthy of both recognition and preservation. Listingon
the state cemetery register is an honorary designation imposing no restrictions on property
owners.

For your information, the Bellefonte Cemetery is the lst cemetery in jackson County to be
listed on the Alabama Historic Cemetery Register. It is the 92nd cemetery listed on the register
statewide.

For additional information on the Alabama Historic Cemetery Register and other programs
offered by the Alabama Historical Commission, please contact me.

The Alabama Historical Commission appreciates your efforts to preserve Alabama’s historic
resources. I wish you much success in all endeavors and look forward to working with you on
future preservation projects.

Very truly yours.

Lee Anne Wofford
Cemetery ProgramCoordinator
(334)230-2659
leeanne.wofford@preserveala.org

cc: Ann B.Chambless
v - jackson County Commission

Tennessee Valley Historical Society 3
.Alabama Cemetery PreservationAlliance

State Historic Preservation Office



SARAH (SALLY) PRICEOF PAINT ROCK, ALABAMA
by Ann B. Chambless

SARAH PRICE w a s bo rn between 1780 a n d 1790 and ma r r i e d c i r c a 1812,
probably in Tennessee, as h e r fi v e ch i ld ren we r e bo r n be tween 1813 a n d 1825
in Tennessee, accord ing to the i r 1850 census records .
On Augus t 28, 1830, Sa rah P r i c e pu r chased 80.375 ac r e s i n t h e No r t h h a l f o f
t h e Northeast qua r t e r of Sec t ion 29, Townsh ip 4, Range 3 Eas t in Jackson
Coun ty, Alabama. T h e land is at t h e no r t he rn e d g e of t h e t own of Pa i n t Rock .
Today, U .S .H ighway72 b i sec t s t h i s land. The pa ten t ce r t i fi ca te (No. 2742)
w a s issued in Sarah’s name, a n d she is l i s ted as t h e head of h e r household on
t he 1830 Jackson County,AL, census. WHO WAS HER HUSBAND and WHEN
and WHERE DID HE DIE???? On Ma rch 30, 1833, Ce r t i fi ca t e Numbe r 6153 w a s
issued to Sarah P r i c e cover ing h e r pu r chase of 55 acres (Fract ion J of Sec t i on
20, Townsh ip 4 , Range 3 East, i n Jackson County, AL.) S e c t i o n 20 j o i n s t h e
northern s ide o f Sect ion 29 where Sarah made h e r fi r s t pu rchase . Her earl iest
ne ighbors were Nelson Carrington, Ar thur Frazier, J ohn Redman, John
Kennamer, Margare t Armstrong, a n d John a n d Bar t le t t Anderson.
SARAH PRICE’s ch i ld ren we re :
1. JOHN (JACK) PRICE, bo rn c i r ca 1813, in Tennessee, w h o d i e d February 17,
1858, in Pope Coun t y, Arkansas. He marr ied Elizabeth (Betsy) Gibson c i r ca
1836 (daughter of Johnson a n d Lucy Gibson.) They we r e t h e parents of 12
chi ldren: Reuben, Christopher C., James, David 3., Ma ry Ann, L u c y, Roane,
Elizabeth, Nancy L., Archibald, and George Pr ice.
2. ELIZABETH (Betsy) PRICE w a s bo rn c i r ca 1815, In Tennessee a n d d ied
before1860. She mar r ied L e v i KennemorelKennamer c i r c a 1835, a n d he
drowned nea r Law ’s Landing 1842-1844. The i r ch i ld ren we re : John, Sarah
Elizabeth, a n d Jacob Kennamer.
3. ROBERT PRICE w a s bo r n c i r ca 1818, in Tennessee, a n d d ied May 14, 1869,
in Paint Rock . He mar r ied Rache l Kennamer c i r c a 1838. They we r e t h e
paren ts o f : Charlotte (Lott ie), Michael; Rebecca, Sarah W., Frank l in Pierce,
Thomas, a n d Po l l y A. Pr ice .
4. DAVID PRICE w a s bo rn c i r ca 1822 a n d marr ied ElizabethWi lson on Augus t
23, 1853, in Jackson County, AL. No further informat ion.
5. MARGARET (PEGGY) PRICE w a s bo rn c i r ca 1825 in TN. She mar r i ed
Samuel Keel, S r . c i r c a 1848 (Samuel w a s t h e s o n of J ohn a n d Ann ie (Busby)
Keel) . Samuel a n d Marga re t (Peggy) P r i ce Kee l b o t h d ied before 1870, as the i r
chi ldren were l i v ing w i t h Rachel (Kennamer) Pr ice at t h e t im e of t h e 1870
census. Samuel a n d Margare t we r e t h e paren ts o f :
John, Priscilla, Jacob, Sarah,Samuel, J r. , a n d MaryW. Kee l .
JCHA member Jan is (Price) Lindemann shared t h e Pr ice fami ly le t te rs found
on pages 5 through 9. Jan is Is t h e great-great-granddaughter of J ohn and
El izabeth (Gibson) Pr ice w h o moved f r om Jackson County, Alabama, to Pope
County, Arkansas, by 1840. These let ters (w i t h t he i r phone t i c spel l ing) p rov ide
a w i ndow on t h e l i f e s t y l e of f a rm famil ies in t h e 18405 a n d 18503. 4



NOTE: THIS LETTERWAS TYPED ASCLOSELY TO THE ORIGINAL
FORMAT,PUNCTUATION,AND SPELLINGAS POSSIBLE.PAPER
WAS FOLDEDTO MAKEIT 'SOWNENVELOPE Stamp 10cwritten on
outside, no actual stamp.

ReturnAddress: Woodville, Alabama To M r .John Price
Jackson County PopeCounty

Scotia Arkansas
StampedDate: Nov 30th

Nov 18,1843 Dear Son andDaughter
I wonce more take the opertunity of writing you a few lines in order to informyou
that myself and the rest of the family are injoying good healthat present and
ardently desire that when this Ititeratmessage comes to hand that it may find you
and your family Enjoying like blessing although I have some sickness this sumer but
are much beter at this time & Polly Smith has been very sick bu t is improovingvery
fast & your sister Peggy has the Ague for a long time bu t is now Enjoyingvery good
health your sister Elizabeth has another heir & calls its name SarahElizabethwe
are now living on the East side of Paint rock on the tract of land containing Eighty
which we havepurchased from the widow Justice for which we are to pay two
hundred and fifty dollarswe have five years to pay for it fi f ty dollars anualy & and
there is some adjoining it that we have purchas from the heres of the widow Lewis
Containing thirty Acre you wanted to knowwhether we had any Idea of moving to
wher you live I think it is doubtfulwhether Robert or Davidwi l l bu t I cannot say
that I am contented here I want to see you and your family very much andwould be
glad that you could come to see us times are very hard here in respect to money
matters though there is fine crops of corn & cotton has been raisedhere Cotton is
not worth one dollar twelve & half cents per hundred& corn isworth only seventy
cents per BarrelYour Aunt Martha Anderson is dead she died lastMarchwas a
year ago andWil l iamAnderson is maried to Susan Kinemere & Sarah Anderson
mariedDavidJones BritonJones Brother and hedied the first of August last his
wife had a fine son one or two days before his death and he named himFelix and
she is gpaper torn)

---ture and her Brother Burton is livingwith herYour Grandmothers
Mother is not livingwith us she is living in Tennessee at your Uncle Fan and
she was in good health the last account we had from her wewish you to write
to meImediately after the reception of this asI wish to here from you very
muchbutwould bemuchmore Gratified if you come to see usyou wish to
knowwhere your Aunt Norvi l is she is living in Mississippi in about Forty
miles of the Holley Springs & I canot tell you how she is prepared to pay the
Debt you spoke about in your leter she moved to that State two or three years
ago andwe have not herd but very little about her since she moved away
befor I lay down my pen I will informyou John Keel and his wife is both
dead. They wer pickingout cotton and a large tree fell on themthey were
both buried in one coffin I do know that g i l t I have any thing more of
importance to write to you at presentwe al l Join in sending ou r best love and
complyments to Mr Gibsons Family. I amwith Respect your affectionate
Mother t i l l Death.Adiew.

Sarrah Price 5



ENVELOPE INFORMATON:

State of Arkansas LowesvilleAla
Scotia post office August 16th
To John Price 10c

Last

State of Alabama August the 10th 1845

Dear Cosin I now take my pen in hand to informyou that we are al l in tolerable health at
present hoping these fiew lineswi l l find you all in better health I have nothinggood to
right to you but hard times no money and our crops cut shorter this year by havingno rain
then I ever saw I have herd of many places in the country that their corn are dried up and
cotton asswiveled as if it hadbeenh i t by the fire it is suppossed corn wi l l sell very high if
there be any for sale I wi l l informyou of our situations I live at Samuel Gerons I work in
his black smith shop I can do tolerable good smithwork and people say I can not be beat
stocking cary plows your mother and the boys live on the place they bought from Thomas
Justis widdow onemile below the oldwot Renfrow place they give her 250 Dollars for 80
acres 50Dollars per year t i l l it bepaid for asto my mind I think she can not make a right
to orphants landbut they think they can get a right granmother Armstrong live in
.,Tinnessee at aunt ElizabethJones shewas well the last account last fa l l except a bad cold
aunt RebeccaNorival and family lives in mississippi H i rumHarlessmarried late Jones css
Polly andwent off to mississippi in 1841I wil l informyou that the year 1840 and 1841

there were somuch sickness that there were scarcely people enough on foot
to attend to the sick the deaths that have been since you left here are many Felix Jones
DavidJones Jacob Jones ElizabethJones are dead and your aunt Patsay that is my mother
in law are dead and your sister Elizabeths oldest chile that is churchh i l l asthey call him
are dead andmany others too tigious to mention in 1841the 25th day of Nov. a very windy
evening asJohn Keel and hiswife and childrenwere picking cotton there fell a large
popular tree and killed himand hiswife and the children livewith old manKeel I would
be truly glad to see you that I could talk with you onemore time if it were possible I here
no talk of your brother moving to that country but if youwi l l visit us I w i l l be soldier
enough to moveto that country backwith you for I dont intend staying in this country
longer than I can arrangemy affairs and git ready to move if you cant come sendmea
letter and describe that country in your letter asquick asyou git this my best respects to
you al l u n t i l ] death

MosesBusby To JohnPrice family and
Connections and friends

A sketch of our children Moses andNancys children Mortimer James, John, Levi
one little gir l died July 141841to which was Christenaur _ Robert and

Rachels children Carlotta , Mikel, another born dead levi and Elizabeths children
John Sara ann one untimelybirth David and Peggy both unmarried yet if you
wish any more come and see usno more at present farewell
NOTE: MosesBusby marriedNancyANDERSON andmoved to Cape Girardeau
County,Missouri, shortly after 1850. Moses died in Missouri between 1857 and
1860asNancy is listed ashead of her household in 1860 census. 6



ENVELOPE INFORMATION

RedmanAlabama To M r .John Price 10c
August 14 Scotia PopeCounty Arkansas

State of Alabama, Jackson County
August 6th 1847

Dear Brother, I take this opertunity of informing you that myself and family are at
present in Tolerable Health our son has had one child the rest of the communion are
well except RichardKinemer's children andMoses Smith children have Chills also.
This is certainly been oneof the hotestyears sofare that was ever seen in this
Country. corn and cotton crops are very fine I think A great deal of cotton and corn
(ink blot) have been made for the last two Year. Bacon isworth Eight cents corn is
worth one Dollar and fifty cents per barrel Cotton wil l beworth fromEight to Ten
cents I recevedyour letter the 22nd of July andwas glad to here that you were all
well at that time The note that you have onWilliam Keel has not been Collected nor
never wi l l be The Ballance of the Claims I think are al l setled and the claims that
was against you in Prewits & Bowers hand are setled up. We are I think doing
much better than when we lastwrote to you instead of having to buy we are able to
sell more or less produce every year andwe are out of debt Except the last payment
for ou r landwhich wi l l be paid this fall. I cannot tell you anything about Richard
Gibson more than he is living in the Neighbourhoodof the bell Factory and they
have one child and I think a son. On the 17th day of June I receved a letter from the

" Comision of honor informingus that Grandmother died the last day of February.
when you write to us again I want you to write how all our old acquaintences are
doing in Arkansas. Salt is worth seventy five cents per bushel Coffee 9 to 10 for one
dollar I want if nothing prevents me to come and see you and look at that country in
the fall of 1848 I would be glad if you could come to see us this fall with out two
much sacrefice of your business. I want you to write what you can make per acre of
corn and cotton asI am very anxious to know asI haveunderstood that the land in
in that country is very poor by persons that have been there I wi l l informyou that
Arch'd Michell owns the Christian andKeel tract of land said to beworth 10dollars
per acre the Carington andGibson tract of land is now owned by Dr.Cole a
Virginian if you are not doingwell andmakingTollerable fast I think it would be
advisable for you to come back to this country for times have
altered very much since you left here and is a money making county with the right
Econemy the finest flower can be bought at two dollar per hundred poundsWheat
50 cents per bushel land rates from 4 to 6 Dollars per acrewrite to mewhat land is
worth in that country first and second rate land Horse and cattle are in demand at
a fare price a good horse or mare is worth from seventy to Eighty dollars Cows and
calves fromEight to Ten dollars I wish you to write to meImediately after the
reception of this and not faile to write to usonce evry three month asthe Expenceof
Postage is a mere tr ifle Please direct your letters to Redmans Post office I have
nothingmore at present that is worth attention I remain Your affectionate Brother

RobertPrice
To John Price 7



December the 28th 1856
State of Ark. Sevier County

Mr John Price
Dear Cosin
I receivedyours of the 27th of Sept. a fiew days since which gave much Satisfaction
to hear from you and that You was all well. I have nothing of Interest to wright
only that myself and family is well. I married the Second year I left there andwe
have had six children borndbu t there is only four living. and asyou remarked in
your letter about being a good old democrat I will give you some of their names
loucinda adaline James andrew J. PriceRobertEdwardWarren PriceMolinda
Caroline Price You may judg for whether I am a democrat or not I was one of the
deligates from this County in the democratic Convention to nominate our county
and State ticket which we lost nar ry one vot from govenor down to county judg
nowwewil l begin to talk about our connection al l of my sisters is living in this state
there is two of them aliving here and the other in IzardCounty and I am alooking
for her UncleBenj Price is aliving in Ouachita County he has ten children and they
are all aliving and are democrats to Robert F. Price is aliving with me andwishes to
beRememberedby you all you wanted to nowwhether I intendedStaying here or
not I recon that I am Settled for life I have good health and to be plainwith you I
believe that this is the healthiest portion of the Stat we havegood land andwater
here there is different kins of land there is black land read land& gray landwhich
__is all productive you wanted meto write to you something about a landwarrant
there is plenty of vacant land if youwish to lay it or it is worth from a dollar to a
dollar & twenty five cts per acre I would like for you to come and look at this
country I think you would like it well enough to move I think this is going to be one
of the Convenientest Countyes in the west I live 25miles of the Cairo and fulton rai l
road survey and that is not all there is two factories in about 15miles of meand
three Steammills two in opporation the other wi l l be shortly Now I wi l l give you
the prices of our County Cotton isworth 10cts per poundpork is worth 5cts per
poundbeef from three and three & halfwheat from 75cts to 1 dollar corn 50cts
Cows and calves 15dollars oxens from 40 to 75dollars a yoke horses and mules in
proption tell huffstutlers wife that I was married to John Kesterson oldest daughter
and her name is annace kesterson she wants to nowwhat has become of al l her
people now Jack to prove to you more fuly that I am in a healthy and in
democratic portion of the country John Kesterson and his wife has 14children and
they are all aliving and are democrats to and they dont look very old at that give my
respects to John hickey oldmanGibson and familys in general I want you to right
to mewhen this comes to hand direct your letters to Center point soI must come to
a close nothingmore at present only I remain yours until death

MichaelPrice

To John Price
EDITOR’SNOTE: This letter was written by Michael Price, son of Robert and
Nancy (Anderson)Price,to his first cousin, John Price,son of Sarah Pricewho died
in PaintRock between 1843 and 1850. 8



May the 26th 1857

State of Arkansas Sever County
Mr John Price

Dear cosin
I avail the presentopportunity of droping you a fiew lines to informyou that my self
and family is well at present hoping that when these lines comes to hand they may
find you Enjoying the Same I have nothing of interest to right only wehave had a
very backwardSpring the frost had like to of ruind us the timber is not fairly put
out yet Wheat that was sowed early is injured very muchsothat I dont think wewill
makemore half crops our corn crop looks very promising at present You rote that
you was coming after you layed by your crops and that you want to look at our
country and I think you wil l like it well enough to move You rote also about
bringing three landwarrants with you I can tell you there is aplenty of good land
that is vacant you can lay them onand also there is aplace joining methat would
suit you mighty well there is two Hundred and forty acres of deeded land and about
fifty of acres of it in cultivation the man that ownes it iswanting to move to texas
and heand wil l take traid in par t Such as2Wagon and good mare or two give my
respects to old man Gibson & family and John Hickey and family tell John that he
could make his Jack here by working at his traid for weare lacking a good Black
Smith rubin I want you and Christopher to come and see meif your father dont as
for children wehave a few our selves I will give you their names louicinda Adaline
PriceJames Andrew PriceRobertEdwardPriceMolinda Caroline Price John
Thomas Price SoI wi l l come to a close by requesting you to right

Michael Price& Annace
To John Price and Elisabeth Price and family

to conclud I wish to introducemyselfby a correspondance my name is Robert F
Price one of Benjamin Price son I ama livingwith Michael the present year and I
want you all to righ to mesonothingmore at pesent

(from) R. F. Price

(to) Mr John Price and family
EDITOR’SNOTE: This letter was written byMichaelPricewho was the son of
Robert andMary (Anderson) Price. The letter is addressed to John Pricewhose
father’s given name is unknown at this time. It is known that John Price’s mother
was Sarah Pricewho wrote the 1843 letter found onpage 5. Based on the
information gleaned in all these family letters, it is highly probable that Sarah
Price’smaiden namewas also Anderson. DidPricebrothers marry Anderson
sisters? Also, R.F.Price stated hewas the son of Benjamin Price, and it appears
' Benjamin Pricewas also a brother of Michael and John’s fathers. Who was the
father of Robert and Benjamin Price and their unknownbrother? 9



BLACKWELL AND PADGETT PIONEERS IN PAINT ROCKVALLEY
Researched by Eleanor Edmondson a n d Padge t t Descendants

a n d comp l i ed by Ann B. Chambless

Eleanor Edmondson Is a d i rec t descendant of PETER BLACKWELL and
has transcribed a l l t h e Jackson County Probate records f o r Peter
Blackwell except t h e fina l decree showing h ow Peter's estate was
divided. Eleanor has compi led a short descr ipt ion of each of Peter
Blackwell’s chi ldren wh i ch she Is wi l l ing to share w i t h o ther Blackwel l
descendants. Eleanor 's emai l address: gen-plcs@earthl ink.net
Eleanorhas documented tha t PETER BLACKWELL was born c i rca 1788
in Nor th Carolina, and h i s parents we r e Joe l a nd Rebecca (Watkins)
Blackwell of Rutherford County, NC. Accord ing to f am i l y tradition,
Peter Blackwel l marr ied Lyd ia Padget t c i rca 1808 in Rutherford County,
NC, bu t Eleanor has no t found an ac tua l mar r iage record f o r t h i s
couple.
Peter and Lyd ia (Padgett ) Blackwel l ’s chi ldren were :
1. SYLVESTER BLACKWELL wa s born Nov 1810 (per books and 1811
per h is tombstone). He died June 3, 1888, Greene Co, Missouri, and Is
buried In Clear Creek Cemetery.
2. CLARISSA BLACKWELL w a s born ca 1816, In Rutherford Co, NC.
3. JOHN P. BLACKWELL was born May 17, 1817, In Rutherford Co, NC,
and died Mar 5, 1879, In Grant Co, Arkansas. ‘4
4. NORMANW. BLACKWELLwa s born c i rca 1819, In Rutherford Co, NC.
He marr ied Martha Patterson and the i r fami ly appears on t he 1850
Jackson Co, AL census. They moved to Arkansas before 1860.
5. PETERW. BLACKWELL wa s born Jan 2, 1820; married Theresa _.
They are bo th bur ied In t h e Blackwel l Cemetery In Paint Rock Va l ley.
6. JOEL BLACKWELL (Eleanor's l ine) wa s born Ju l y 18, 1822, In NC,
and d ied Ju l y 13, 1862, In Izard County, Arkansas. Joe l mar r ied Sarah
Emeline Graham, t h e daugh te r o f Jesse and Mar tha Jane (Fannin)
Grahamon Jan 6, 1843, In Frankl in Co, TN.
7. REBECCA BLACKWELL wa s bo rn c i rca 1824 In TN.
8. SARAH ELIZABETH BLACKWELL wa s bo rn ca 1825 In TN, and died
1867 or 1868 In Coryel l , TX. She marr ied Jos iah Lamb c i rca 1845.
9. MELISSA EMALINE BLACKWELL wa s born Mar 27, 1827, In TN, and
md. Wil l iam Green Clay, They are on 1850 Ouachita Co, AR census.
10.AMOS JEFFERSON BLACKWELL wa s born c i r ca 1830 In TN.
11. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN BLACKWELL was born c i r ca 1832/1833 In TN.
He moved to Coryell Co, Texas, a f t e r the death of h i s parents to be
near h is brothers Joel and Amos Jefferson Blackwel l . 10



BLACKWELL AND PADGETT PIONEERS IN PAINT ROCK VALLEY (Cont lnued)

Pe te r B lackwe l l i s l i s t e d on t h e 1829 Rhea Coun ty, TN, Ta x List , b u t
' t h e 1830 Federal census has h im l iv ing in McMinn Co, TN. Eleanor
suspects Peter owned land in RheaCounty bu t d id no t l i v e there, as he
paid no po l l t a x in Rhea Coun ty. Pe te r B lackwe l l i s a l so l i s ted on t h e
1829 McMinn-County, TN Ta x L i s t where he d i d p a y a po l l t a x f o r
himself, and he pa id f o r one B lack po l l as we l l .

T he same reco rd f o r Pe t e r B lackwe l l appears f o r t h e 1830, 1831, 1832,
and 1836 Ta x L is t s o f McMinn Co, TN. By 1838, Peter B lackwe l l had
moved to Jackson Coun t y,AL, as h i s name i s l i s t ed on t h e 1838
membership ro le of t h e Paint Rock Bapt i s t Church . Pe te r served as a
delegate to t he Associat ion mee t i ng in June of 1838. Pe te r Blackwel l
appears on t h e 1840 and 1850 Jackson Coun ty, AL censuses. On June
15, 1857,- Pe te r and Lyd ia B lackwe l l so ld 160 ac r es o f l and to Rober t A .
Wi l l iamson. The deed spec ifies t h a t 3 square r o d s be se t a s i d e f o r a
f am i l y cemetery. On Sep tembe r 29, 1857, Pe t e r B lackwe l l w ro te h i s
Las t Wil l a nd Testament, and h i sWill was probatedon J a n 15, 1858.

The BlackwellCemetery is located southeast of Pr ince ton in t he south‑
West quarter of Sect ion 29, Township 2, Range4 East. In 1971, a
Blackwel l descendant found the marked graves of Pe te r and Lyd ia
Blackwel l ’s son, PeterW. Blackwell, and P.W.'s w i f e Theresa a n d
daughter Martha. Acco rd ing to PAINT ROCKVALLEY PIONEERS by
K i t t ye Henshaw, Evelyn Sm i t h Rochelle, and Addie Shaver, at l eas t
40 graves were marked w i t h na t i ve fie lds tones in 1971. When t h e
three authors v i s i t ed t h e Blackwel l Cemetery In 1982, t h e y d i d no t fi n d
any tombstones because t h e cemetery wa s comple te ly overgrown w i t h
brush and vines.
Blackwel l f am i l y researchers fee l s t r ong l y t h a t t h e o lde r Pe te r and h i s
w i f e Lyd ia a r e a l so bur ied here, s i nce t h e y se t as ide “ t h r ee rods
square” f o r a f am i l y cemetery w h e n t h e y so ld t he i r h om e p l a ce in 1857
shor t l y before the i r deaths. Blackwel l descendants to ld t h e authors of
the above c i ted book t h a t “a disease, possibly typhoid fever, w i ped out
an entire Blackwel l fami ly. ” I t is known f rom other sources t ha t
typhoid fever was rampant in Jackson Coun ty, Alabama, in t h e 1850s.
These deaths and t h e death of the i r patr iarch cou ld have been t h e
reasont h e rest of t h e Blackwel l c l an moved to Arkansas and/or Texas
before 1860. . 11



BLACKWELL AND,PADGETT PIONEERS IN PAINT ROCK VALLEY (Continued)

LYDIA (PADGETI') BLACKWELL
Eleanor Edmondson believes tha t Lydia (PADGETT) Blackwell was the
daughter of ' the Reverend John PADGE'I'I' and h is fi r s t wife, Cecelia
Hollifield. Rev. John Padget t is l is ted in t he Camden Distr ict of t h e
1790 Chester County, SC census as John Pagget t . F rom o the r fami ly
sources, it appears he w a s born in 1763, so he wou l d have been 27
years o l d in 1790. Lyd ia (Padgett)Blackwell’s p l ace of b i r th is shown
as South Carolina In t h e 1850 Jackson County, AL census.
In 1795, John Padget t w a s appo in ted overseer o f t h e road where he
lived, according to Rutherford Co, North Carolina Court records.
Rutherford County, NC,was t h e home of pa ren ts of Peter Blackwell.

It is h igh ly p r obab l e t ha t Lyd ia (Padgett)Blackwell’s brother w a s t h e
NEHEMIAH PADGETI', born 1790, in South Carolina, w h o moved to
Paint Rock Val ley in t ime f o r t h e 1830 Jackson Co, AL census. ( I n t h e
1840 Jackson Co, AL census, Nehemiah Padget t was enumerated as
Mire Pagget, and h i s son, wa s l is ted as Will iam B. Pagget.)
Did Peter and Lydia (Padgett) Blackwell f o l l ow Nehemiah Padgett to
Jackson County? Nehemiah Padgett and h i s fami ly attended t he same
church as Peter a nd Lyd ia (Padgett) Blackwel l in Alabama. Nehemiah
Padgett ’s w i f e w a s nee Elizabeth Bridges. She d ied on Ap r i l 5, 1850,
and Is buried in t h e Austin-Old Tanyard Cemetery in Sect ion 6,
Township 3, Range 4 East between Hollytree and Princeton, AL. He r
grave is found next to he r son, W.J.B. Padgett and h is wife, Mary Ann
(McCord) Padgett. At t he t ime of the 1850 Jackson County, AL
census, Nehemiahwas l iv ing w i t h h i s son, W.J.B. Padgett .

At t h e t ime of t h e 1860 Ouachita Co, Arkansas census, NEHEMIAH
PADGETT wa s l i v i ng in Arkansas w i t h h i s daugh te r a n d son-in-law, D. A.
and Mat i lda (Padgett) Thompson. In 1870, Nehemiah a n d Mat i lda
(Padgett) Thompson we re enumerated in t h e Crawford County census
in Northwest Arkansas.
Nehemiah Padgett died on February 17, 1871,
Dugan Cemetery records in Crawford County, Arkansas, reveal t h e
following:
NEHEMIAH PADGETT, born Apr i l 15, 1790, d ied February 17, 1871

MATILDA E. THOMPSON, born Feb 15, 1820, d ied March 29, 1877.
12



1870 NEWS f r om BRIDGEPORT,AL, POST OFFICE
Orig inal Source: NASHVILLE REPUBLICAN, J u l y 2, 1870

The pos t o f fi ce at Bridgeport, Alabama, w a s closed yesterday. The
postmaster at t h a t office has been so much annoyedof l a t e by t h e
outrage of unknown rufflans In disguise that he has sold out h i s l i t t le
store and removed w i t h h i s fami ly to Chattanooga. It seems tha t some
t ime since a relat ive of his, Mr. McGaughey, w h o had recen t l y located
there f rom Mich igan w a s employed in t he o ffice as assistant . A Mr.
Ross, t h e operator there, had a l so sent Nor th a f t e r h i s brother to come
out there and engage In business. The la t te r occasional ly s lep t w i t h
Mr. McGaughey in the station, and these young men were In t h e habit
of cal l ing each other up at bedtime by means of a signal whist le. The
sound of the whis t le by them, las t Friday n igh t two weeks ago,
attracted to t he spot a number o f masqueraders w h o appeared to be
wa i t i ng f o r a t ra in on t h e br idge. These roughs seized McGaughey and
str ipped h im and whipped h im severely. They ordered h im then to ge t
in to h i s bed a n d demanded an exp lana t ion o f h i s wh is t l e . He rep l ied
tha t he w a s on l y ca l l ing up h is room mate, Mr. Ross. Hav ing ascer‑
ta ined tha t Rossw a s at t h e Postmaster’s house, t h e par ty then went
over there and demanded admission at t h e same t ime sending a p is to l
bal l In to t he door. When t h e door was opened, they seized Ross and
presen ted the i r pistols, when the women In t h e house p lan ted them ‑
selves between t h e scoundrels and the i r Intended vict im, t h e masked
men then gave Ross not ice to leave tha t sect ion In ten days. He sa id
tha t he wou ld go bu t d id not l i ke to leave unt i l h i s brother returned, as
the ladies had no protection, bu t if he was assured the family would
not be molested he would be wi l l ing to leave that night . The men told
him he could remain f o r 10 days. They subsequently gave simi lar
not ice to McGaugheyw h o has s ince le f t . Last Saturday n igh t another
masked par ty appea red at Shel imound. I t Is bel ieved they we re In
search o f a Bap t i s t p r eache r named Sm i t h . N o t find ing h im t h e y seized
the watchman at Chamberlain’s sawmi l l a nd beat h im unmerc i fu l ly.
They then entered t h e post o ffice at Shellmound and helped them ‑
selves to wh iskey, sardines, etc. The Sunday mom lng fo l lowing, fi v e of
t h e party were captured in Nickajack Cave by cit izens. They seemed
to be a l l Intoxicated. Havingbeen capturedj u s t over t he Georgialine,
they were taken to Dade Co, GA, where they were committed to jai l . I t
seems there are no troops nearer Bridgeport than Stevenson. The
clos ing of t h e Br idgepor t post office w i l l occas ion no l i t t l e annoyance
to t he people of t h a t section, as a l l t h e Jasper and Bledsoe mail, and
' t he mai ls f o r t h e Sequatchie Val ley go through tha t office. 13



RENEW MEMBERSHIP JANUARY 1

BOOKS FOR SAL =
FIGHTING THE JUST WAR: MILITARY EXPERIENCES OF JACKSON
COUNTY, ALABAMA, RESIDENTS IN WORLD WAR I I , published jo in t l y by
t h e author, D r. Ronald H. Dykes, and t h e JCHA. T h e p r i c e of t h e b o o k
i s $27 .50 b y mai l , o r i t m a y b e purchased a t t h e S c o t t s b o r o a n d
Woodvi l le l ib ra r ies or t h e Scottsboro-Jackson C o u n t y He r i t age Cen te r
f o r $24.95. Ma i l check ($27.50) payable to JCHA World Wa r II Book
Account, P. O. B o x 1494, Scottsboro, AL 35768-1494.

THE HISTORY OF JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA, by John R.
Kennamer, 1935 edition, republ ished by t h e JCHA. T h e p r i c e of t h e
book Is $23.00 by m a i l or I t m a y be purchased at t h e Scottsboro‑
Jackson Coun t y He r i t age Center f o r $20.00. Ma l l c h e c k ($23.00)
payab le to J C H A to J C H A HISTORYBOOK, P. O. B o x 1494, Scottsboro,
AL, 35768-1494.

MEMBERSHIP DUES NEW OR RENEWAL
ANNUAL DUES $20.00
Senior Cit izen (65 or older) $15.00
LIFE MEMBERSHIP $150.00

The membersh ip y e a r beg ins Janua ry 1 . A n y d u e s received before
October 1 w i l l be f o r t h e current year. Dues received a f t e r Oc tober 1
w i l l acc rue to t h e fo l l ow ing yea r. Members in good s tand ing w i l l
receive t h e JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES quar ter ly in January,
Apri l , Ju l y, and October.
JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
P. O. BOX 1494
SCOTI'SBORO, AL 35768-1494
Please provide:

N A M E
ADDRESS
CITY STATE *ZIP CODE

*Please provide 9-dlgl t z i p code.

IF PAID 2007 does not appear on your current mai l ing
label, PLEASE forward your check to JCHA Treasurer.
P lease remember to send c h a n g e o f address to JCHA.



JACKSON COUNTY
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JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION WILL MEET

SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 2007, 2:00 P.M., SCOTTSBORO PUBLIC
LIBRARY, l002 SOUTH BROAD STREET, SCOTTSBORO, AL.
ProgramVice-President Jen Stewart will introduce Dr.Alan Brown,a
speaker wi th the Alabama Humanities Roads Scholars speakers pro ‑
gram, who will present a slide show entitled “EnclosingSacred Places:
Cemetery Fences in Alabama.” D r. Brown teaches at the University of
'WestAlabama. Please feel free to invite a guest.
If you have n o t paid your 2007 dues, you may handyour check to JCHA
Treasurer Bob Crossley on Apr i l 29. Annual membership dues are
$20.00 except fo r Senior Citizens whose dues are $I5.00. Life Member‑

ship as of january 2005 is $l50.00. If PAID 2007 does not appear
beside your name on your CHRONICLES mailing label, please renew in
’Apri l by mai l or at the Apr i l program meeting. Members in good stand‑
ing receive THE CHRONICLES quarterly.

AnnB. Chamblcss,Editor
435 Barbee Lane
Scottsboro,AL 35769

Email:
APRIL 2007 rabc123@scottsboro.org

PLEASE INCLUDE9 DIGIT
ZIPCODEwith your
membership renewal. IF
YOUR ADDRESS CHANGES,
please notify theJCHA to
assure continuity in mailings.

ANNUAL DUES: $20.00 (dueIan I)
LIFEMEMBERSHIP: $l50.00
Pleasemail your check to :
JCHA TREASURER
P.O. Box I494
Scottsboro, AL 35768

Jackson County Historical Association
Pas! Office Box ” 9 4
Scollsboro. AL 35768



CAPT. JAMES H. YOUNG’S COMPANY FOR DEFENSE OF NITERWORKS .
By Ann B. Chambless

In t h e summer of 1862, t h e N i t e r Bureau asked f o r an o rde r “ t o ra i se a
company to guard and w o r k t h e n i t e r caves of No r thAlabama.” One
group ra ised unde r t h i s o rder became k n ow n as Capta in J ames H.
Young ’s Compan y, a n d t h e y were mustered i n t o serv ice o n December
26, 1862, at Larkinsvil le,Alabama, where the i r headquarters w a s
maintained un t i l Apr i l 1863. Santa Cavew a s evacuated in J u l y 1863.
Young’s Compan y t h e n a ided in “guarding and remov ing
Government suppl ies to t h e south s ide of t h e Tennessee River ” whe r e
a new headquarters w a s established at Guntersvi l le, A L .

The men in Capta in Young ’s Company are l i s ted on pages 3-12. The
fo l l ow i ng men we re randomly chosen as examples o f t h i s group:
1. EDWARDACKLIN, b. ca 1837,was a farmer in 1860. He marr ied
El len Jones, daugh te r o f Moses Jones, ca 1858.
2. JOHN G. BERRYw a s a f a rme r and a n ew l y w e d w h e n he enl is ted, as
he h a d marr ied Marga re t L i g h t on September 4, 1862.
3 MARION BOWERS: Married Nancy J. Hodgeson September 4, 1856.;
4. IRA P. BROWN andWILIAM J. BROWN: sons of I r a E and E H . B r own
5 JOHN A. BROWNwa s b. ca 1827 and Ind.Jud i th Wisdom in 1855.

» 6. JAMES A. GAYLE (1827-1903)w a s captured In J u l y 1864 and w a s
he ld at Camp Douglas un t i l J une 17, 1865.
7. LEWIS HEMBREEw a s captured in November 1863 and he ld at C amp
Morton, Indiana, un t i l Feb rua r y 26, 1865.
8 RICHARDC. HODGESw a s b. ca 1831and married Eliza Page . He
w a s t h e s o n o f Richard Thompson and Maratha (Sadler) Hodges .
9. SAMUELKEEL, b. ca 1825,was son of John and Annie (Busby) Kee l .
C i r ca 1848,Samuel marr ied Margaret Price (daughter of Sarah Price.)
10 JAMES T. PAGE andWILLIAM L. PAGEwe r e sons of Lew i s Page .
J ames T. Page married s is ters , Rachel and Sarah J. Kennamer.
Wi l l iam L. Pagemarr ied Permelia Barton Hodges .
11 . DAVIDTHOMAS ROUSSEAIIwas bo rn December 15 , 1830, and
d ied December 22, 1891. He married Martha A. S t . C l a i r on December
23, 1855. H e w a s a f a rme r and l i v e d 'I n Paint Rock Va l l e y. O n e o f h i s
sons w a s Ca l v i n Marcel lus Rousseauw h o owned Rousseau’s S t o r e in
t h e t own of Pa in t Rock .
12 . JAMESH. YOUNG: At t h e t ime of t h e 1860 census, J ames H.
Yo u n g wa s a saddler and l ived in Larkinsville. He wa s married and had
several young chi ldren w h e n he enlisted on December 26, 1862. 3

\



CAPTAINJAMES H. YOUNG'S CSA COMPANY IN JACKSONCOUNTY,AL
researched by Ar thur E. Green and Ann B. Chambless

Your Editor acknowledges the extensive research of Arthur E. Green of Mobile,Alabama, in
transcribing the muster ro l l of Captain James H. Young's Company for the defense of Niter and

V Mining in District 9 during the Civi lWar. The majority of the 96menin this company enlisted on
December 26, 1862. Their service recordsshow 10menwere taken prisoner, 3 men died, and 36
men deserted. There are no records to explain the desertions, and each manmust have hadhis
own personal reason. Records show that some men in this company never received pay. Other-I
CSAmilitary records show some of these men later joined other CSA regiments. The following
men joined Mead's Regiment,Confederate Cavalry (Mead's PartisanRangers): MarionBowers,
RichardC. Campbell, Jesse Keel,Moses Keel,SamuelKeel,Seaborn Keel,John Kennemer,Uriah
Peters,MichaelPrice,and James H. Stephens. DavidT. Rousseau andJohn B. Scott also served in
the 1stRegiment,Alabama Cavalry. WilliamC. Thomas also served in the 4th Regiment,Alabama
Cavalry.

On February 1, 1864,Captain James H. Young's letter of resignation stated he felt he could beof
greater service to the cause by serving in another field. Perhaps some of his men madesimilar
decisions even earlier than 1864.

CAPTAINYOUNG’S CO. FORTHE DEFENSEOF
NITERAND MININGDIST 9, M311Roll504

(TRANSCRIBED BY ARTHURE. GREENOF MOBILE , A L A B AMA )
1738Hunter Avenue, Mobile,AL 36604 email: art-karengreen@att.net

I certify that this is a correctmuster ro l l of the Company raised under authority from the Adjutant and
InspectorGeneral to Captain J(ohn) J(ames) Dillard andbeingSpecial Order No.285, hearingdate Dec.5 1862;

t the officers have been duly elected and the company mustered in to the C. S. Service on the 25‘“ day of
Mcember 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell,EnrollingOfficer for this CongressionalDistrict. [Signed]William
Gabbett, Supt. C. S.Niter and MiningDist. No. 9., Larkinsville,Alabama.

Company muster roll,December 26, 1862,to September 15, 1863. Town Creek Falls.
The company has been variously engaged since its organization arresting deserters, gathering conscripts

and guarding the different niter works embraced in the District; besides renderinga considerable service as
detailed laborers at the aforesaidworks.

On itsorganizationthe Company was stationed at Larkinsville,Alabama, the Headquarters of the Niter
andMiningDistrictNo.9, fromwhich place it was removed to the Santa NiterWorks, Jackson County,
Alabama, on 13April 1863,and it remained on duty until the time of the evacuation of NorthAlabama by the
Confederate States forces under command of Gen. BraxtonBragg,at which time it renderedvaluable assistance
in guarding and removingGovernment stores and laborers to the South of Tennessee River to the place of its
present location. '

Company muster roll,September 15, to December 15,1863. Niter andMiningDistrictNo.9.
The company has been divided into squads to guard the various niterworks in NorthAlabama. They

have also capturedmany deserters and renderedconsiderable assistance to the ConscriptionBureau. The
stores of subsistence and ordnance in their charge of great value havebeen guarded with diligence.

The Headquarters of the company is now at Guntersville,Ala. where they assist in picketing the
Tennessee River,guarding prisoners etc. in conjunction with the details of the Conscript Bureau.

Companymuster roll,December 15,1863, to June 1, 1864. No events recorded.
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Roster
Acklin, Edward,Pvt.

Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26, 1862, for three years or the war by L t .C. L. Harrell.
[Several rolls show that heenlisted on Jan 10, 1863.] A company muster ro l l reports him absent with leave since
September 4, 1863,by order of Captain Young. Hewas shown present September 15, 1863,and thereafter. ,

Armbruster, Alexander R, Pvt. V '
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala., on December 26, 1862,for three years or the war by L t .C. L. Harrell.

Muster ro l l reports hewas take prisoner near BelleFonte,Alabama, onJuly 12, 1863.US records show hewas
forwarded to Nashville,Tenn. on August 2, 1863,and on to Louisville,K y. Receivedat LouisvilleMilitary
Prison on August 4, 1863,sent to Camp Chase,Ohio, September 17, 1863. Died at CampChase of general
d isab i l i ty and pneumonia.March8, 1864. Buried g r a v e 121.

Austill, Jeptha, Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala., on December 26, 1862, for three years or the war by L t .C. L. Harrell.

Muster ro l l reports that he deserted fromSanta C. S.NiterWorks on May 17,1863.

Barnes,James T. , Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala., on December 26, 1862,for threeyears or the war by L t .C. L. Harrell.

Muster ro l l reports h imabsent without leave, inside the enemy lines since September 7,1863. Desertednear
Guntersville,Ala. Sept. 7,1863.

Barnes,Joseph, Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala., onDecember 26, 1862,for threeyears or the war by L t .C.L. Harrell.

Muster rolls report himpresent through June 1, 1864.

Berry,John G., Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala., onDecember 26, 1862,for three years or the war by L t .C. L. Harrell.

Muster ro l l reports himabsent without leave, inside the enemy lines since August 20,1863. Deserted near \”
Guntersville,Ala. Sept. 7, 1863.

Bowers,Marion,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala., onDecember 26, 1862, for three years or the war by L t .C.L. Harrell.

Muster ro l l reports himabsentwithout leave, inside the enemy lines since September 7, 1863. Desertednear
Guntersville,Ala. Sept. 7, 1863.
NOTEBYEDITORCHAMBLESS: MarionBowers also served in Mead's Regiment,Confederate Cavalry.

Brewer,WilliamL.,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala., onDecember 26, 1862, for three years or the war by L t .C. L. Harrell.

Muster ro l l reports himabsent without leave, inside the enemy lines sinceAugust 4, 1863. Desertednear
Guntersville,Ala. August 4, 1863.

Brown,I r aP.,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala., onDecember 26, 1862,for three years or the war by Captain James H.

Young. Muster rol l reports that hewas taken prisoner onSandMountain,December 2, 1863.

Brown,John A., Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala., on December 26, 1862,for three years or the war by L t .C. L. Harrell.

Muster rolls report himpresent through June 1, 1864.
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Brown,William J., Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala., on December 26, 1862, for three years or the war by L t . C. L. Harrell.

Muster ro l l reports h impresent through June 1, 1864.

Burrow,GeorgeW., Corporal
’ Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala., on December 26, 1862, for three years or the wa r by L t . C. L. Harrell.
\J .ster ro l l reports that he deserted near Cedar Bluff,Ala. on February 16,1864.

Campbell, GeorgeW., Pvt.
Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala., onDecember 26, 1862, for three years or the war by L t .C. L. Harrell.

Muster rolls report h impresent through June 1,1864.

Campbell, RichardC., Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala., onDecember 26, 1862,for three years or the war by L t .C. L. Harrell.

Muster ro l l reports himabsent without leave, inside the enemy lines since August 28, 1863. Deserted near
Guntersville,Ala. Aug 28, 1863. NOTEby ABC: RichardC. Campbell also served in Mead's Regiment,
Confederate Cavalry.

Coffey, Jesse, Pvt.
Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala., onDecember26, 1862, for three years or the war by L t .C. L. Harrell.

Muster ro l l reports that hewas a deserter f rom4tll Tenn. Regiment andwas returned to his original command
on February 17,1863.

Derrick,BenjaminF.,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala., onDecember 26, 1862,for three years or the war by L t .C. L. Harrell. A

muster ro l l reports him absent without leave, since September 7, 1863, inside the enemy lines and has stolen r ifle
and accouterments. The next muster ro l l indicates that Pvt.Derrick died at Coffeetown,Alabama”, on December

1863. His commutation pay due from time of enlistment.

Dodson,James P.,Pvt.
Enlistedat BlueMountain,Ala. onApr i l 15,1864,byCaptainWm. Gabbett for three years or the war.

Never receivedpay. Muster r o l l shows h impresent through June 1, 1864.

Fletcher,NewtonJ., Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,A l a , onDecember 26, 1862,for three years or the war by L t .C. L. Harrell.

Muster rolls report himpresent through June 1,1864. POWcaptured1nJackson County,Alabama, on
January 25, 1865,and forwarded through Nashville,Tenn. to USMilitary P r i sonin Louisville,Ky. Receivedat
Louisville,Ky.onJanuary 29. Hewas transferred to Camp Chase Ohio onFebruary 1,1865. Receivedat
CampChase on February3, 1865. He swore an Oath of Allegiance ( i t was called kissed the eagle) at Camp
Chase on June 13,1865. He is described asbeing; Age 34, dark complexion, dark hair,blue eyes, 6 foot 1 inch.

Flippen,Francis,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala., onDecember 26, 1862,for three years or the wa r by L t .C. L. Harrell.

Muster ro l l reports himabsent without leave, inside the enemy lines sinceAugust 1, 1863'. Desertednear
Guntersville,Ala. August 1,1863.

Gayle, James A., Pvt.
Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala., onDecember26, 1862,for three years or the wa r by L t .C. L. Harrell.

February to September 1863,muster ro l l shows that hewas on extra duty asa laborer for 10 days at 25 cents
Mr day. Muster rol l reports that hewas taken prisoner onSandMountain,Ala. on July 14,1864. His file
Viorts himasa conscript in the Niter Bureauwho swore anOath'ybfAllegiance to the USA. Hewas described
ashaving residence in Scottsboro, Jackson, County,Alabama, dark hair, dark complexion, blue eyes, 6 foot.
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Hall, Thomas C., Pvt.
Enlistedat BlueMountain,Ala. on Apr i l 15,1864,by CaptainWm. Gabbett for three years or the war.

Never received pay. Muster ro l l shows himpresent through June 1,1864.

Harwell,HarbardM.,Pvt. \/Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala., on December 26, 1862, for three years or the wa r by L t .C. L. Harrell.
Muster ro l l reportshim taken prisoner at Fort Payne,Ala. on February 2, 1864.

Hembree,Lewis,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkiusville,Ala., on December 26, 1862,for three years or the wa r by L t . C. L. Harrell.

Muster ro l l reports himtaken prisoner at Jackson County,Alabama, onNovember 15,1863.

Hodges,Frank,Pvt.
Enlistednear Guntersville,Ala. on May 20, 1864,by CaptainWm.Gabbett for three years or the war.

Never receivedpay. Muster ro l l shows h impresent through June 1, 1864.

Hodges,John T., Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala., on December 26, 1862,for three years or the wa r by L t .C. L. Harrell.

Muster rolls report himpresent through June 1, 1864.

Hodges,Richard,C., Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala., on December 26, 1862, for three years or the wa r by L t .C. L. Harrell.

Muster rolls report himabsent on sick leave by order of Captain Young since February 2, 1862.

Houk,Andrew J., Pvt.
Enlistedat Guntersville, Ala. on July 23, 1863,by Captain James H. Young for three years or thew:

Muster rolls report that hewas taken prisoner onSandMountain,Ala. onDecember 27,1863. _,

Houk,Salathiel,15t Sgt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember26, 1862,by L t .C.L. Harrel l for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report that hewas taken prisoner onSandMountain,Ala. onDecember 27,1863.

Howell,Harbard,M. see HarwellHarbardM.

Howk,Andrew J. see Houk,Andrew J. and Howk,Salathiel see Houk,Salathiel

Jackson, John D.,Pvt.
Enlistedat Guntersville,Ala. July 23, 1863,by Captain James H. Young for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report that he deserted near Cedar Bluff,Ala. on February 16,1864.

Jones, Charles J.,Corporal
EnlistedatLarkinsville,Ala., onDecember 26, 1862,for threeyears or the war by L t .C.L. Harrell.

Muster rolls report himabsent without leave, inside the enemy lines fromSeptember 7, 1863. Desertednear
Guntersville,Ala.

Jones,HenryB.,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report himabsentwithout leavesince August 28, 1863,inside the enemy lines. Last company
muster ro l l shows himpresent through June 1, 1864. \\ 6



Jones, Joseph M., Pvt.
Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by Lt .C. L. Harrell for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report himabsent without leave since August 7, 1863, inside the enemy lines. Deserted near
guntersville,Ala.

Va c s , Levi,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by Lt .C. L. Harrell for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report h imabsent without leave since September 7, 1863,inside the enemy lines. DeSertednear
Guntersville, Ala.

Jones, LeviB.,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report that he deserted near Trinity C. S.Niterworks on June 23, 1863.

Jones, William F.,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harre l l for threeyears or the war.

Muster rolls report him absentwithout leave since August 7, 1863. “Suppose to bea prisoner.” Later rolls show
that he deserted near Guntersville,Alabama, on August 28, 1863.

Keel,Jesse, Pvt.
Conscript. Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or the

war. Muster ro l l for December 25, 1862,through September 15,1863, report h imabsent without leave since
August 28, 1863,inside enemy lines. Muster rolls from September 15, 1863,through June 1, 1864,report that he
was present. NOTEby ABC: Jesse Keelalso served1nMead's Regiment,Confederate Cavalry (Mead's
PartisanRangers).

‘el,Moses,Pvt.
N» Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for three years or the war.
Muster rolls report him absent without leave since August 7,1863. “Suppose to bea prisoner.” Later rolls show
that hedeserted near Guntersville,Ala. on August 7, 1863. Conscript. NOTE by ABC: Moses Keel also served
in Mead's Regiment,Confederate Cavalry (Mead's PartisanRangers).

Keel,SamuelM.,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report himpresent through June 1, 1864. His name appears on a ro l l of rebeldeserters forwarded
to US ProvostMarshalDistrict of NorthernAlabama. His residence is shown asJackson County, Ala. and a
member of Mead’sCommand. NOTEby ABC: SamuelM. Keel also served in Mead's Regiment,Confederate
Cavalry.

Keel,Seaborn,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report h impresent through June 1, 1864. His name appears on a ro l l of rebel deserters forwarded
to US ProvostMarshalDistrict of NorthernAlabama. His residence is shown asJackson County,Ala. and a
member of Mead’s Command. He is described asfair complexion, dark hair,hazeleyes, 5 foot 10 inches.
Subscribed to the Oath of Allegiance to the USonMay 11,1865. NOTE by ABC: Seaborn Keelalso served in
Mead's Regiment,Confederate Cavalry (Mead's PartisanRangers).

Keel,William,Pvt.
Conscript. Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember26, 1862,byL t .C.L. Harrell for three years or the

Va r . Muster rolls report himabsent with leave since September 5,\1863,by order of Capt. Young. Later rolls
show himpresent through June 1,1864. 7



Kennemer,John, Pvt.
Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report himabsent without leave since August 18,1863, inside the enemy lines. Desertednear
Guntersville, Ala. on August 18,1864. NOTE by ABC: John Kemmener also se rved1nMead's Regiment, ’ "A
Cavalry.

\ \ _ / ‘

Kennemer,Vincent, 3rd Lt./Brevet 2“d L t .
Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for three years or thewar.

Muster rolls report h imabsent without leave sinceAugust 7, 1863. DesertednearGuntersville,Ala. onAugust
7, 1864.

Kennemore,Vincent filed with Kennemer,Vincent

Lature,Samuel H, Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. on December26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report himabsent without leave since July 5, 1863,inside the enemy lines. Desertednear
Guntersville,Ala. onJuly 5, 1864.

Lewis,Hardy,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report that he deserted near Cedar Bluff,Ala., February 16,1864.

Loyd,Stephen C.,Pvt.
Conscript. Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or thq

war. Muster rolls report himpresent through June 1, 1864.

Lyons,Wilson, Pvt. “f
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report h imabsent without leave since September 7, 1863,inside the enemy lines and has stolen rifle
and accoutrements. Desertednear Guntersville,Ala. on September 7,1864.

McBride,William L.,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or the war. One

rol l shows he enlisted on January 29, 1863. Muster rolls report himabsent without leave since June 24, 1863,
inside the enemy lines. Desertednear Guntersville,Ala. on June 24, 1864.

McCutchen,CalvinW., Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report that he died at Coffeetown, Alabama, on December 7, 1863.

McElyea,Andrew J., Pvt.
EnlistedatLarkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,byLt .C.L. Harrell for threeyears or the war.

Muster rolls report that hewas a deserter from the 4“1Tennessee Regiment and was transferred back to his
original commandonFebruary 17,1863.

Mitchell,Leroy,Corporal
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report himpresent through June 1, 1864.
8 V’ x,



Page,James T. , Pvt.
Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or the war. He

earned extra duty pay ($7.75) for 31days asa laborer at Santa Cave,Alabama,1n1863. Muster rolls report h im
f‘sent on sick leavesince August 17, 1863,by order of Capt. Young. Later rolls show that he deserted near
Vntersville,Ala. onDecember 23,1863.

Page,William L, Pvt.
Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26, 1862,by L t . C. L. Harrel l for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report that he deserted near Cedar Bluff,Ala., February 16,1864.

Peters,Uriah,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for threeyears or the war.

Muster rolls report that hedeserted near Guntersville,Ala., July 10, 1863. NOTE by ABC: UriahPeters also
served in Mead'sRegiment,Confederate Cavalry (Mead's PartisanRangers).

Price,Michael,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for threeyears or thewar.

Muster rolls report h imabsent without leave since August 3, 1863,inside the enemy lines. Desertednear
Guntersville,Ala. onAugust 3, 1863. NOTE by ABC: MichaelPrice also served in Mead's Regiment,
ConfederateCavalry.

Ragsdale,Albert, Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report that hewas taken prisoner at Fort Payne,Alabama, on February 2, 1864.

ece,William L.,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for threeyears or the war.

Muster rolls report himabsent without leave since Sept 9, 1863,inside the enemy lines and has stolen rifle and
accoutrements. Desertednear Cedar Bluff,Ala. on February 16, 1864. (conflictwith dates on his records.)

\a

Renfro,Thomas B.,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or the war. ’

Muster rolls reporth imabsent without leave since August 1,1863,inside the enemy lines and has stolen rifle
and accoutrements. Desertednear Guntersville,Ala. on September 9, 1863. (conflictwith dates on his records.)

Rousseau,Davis,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or the war.

Desertednear Guntersville,Alabama, on October 1, 1863.

Rousseau,DavidT., Sgt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for threeyears or the war.

Desertednear Cedar Bluff,Alabama, on February 16,1863. His name appears on a Oath of Allegiance to the
USA at Nashville,Tennessee, onMay 11,1863. He is described asa resident of Jackson County,Alabama, fair
complexion, light hair,blue eyes, 6 foot and surrenderedMay 7, 1865,at PaintRock,Alabama.
NOTEby ABC: DavidT. Rousseaualso served in 1stRegiment,Alabama Cavalry.

Sanders,WilliamJ, Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or the war.

: u s t e r rolls report himabsent without leave since August 20, 1863‘,inside the enemy lines. Deserted near
Guntersville,Ala. onAug 20,1863. 9



Scott, John B, Pvt.
Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or thewar.

Muster rolls report h imabsent without leave since July 25, 1863,inside the enemy lines. Desertednear
Guntersville,Ala. on August 1, 1863. NOTE by ABC: John B. Scott also servedin l s t Regiment,Alabama
Cavalry. K } ,

Selby,GeorgeW.,Corporal
Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for threeyears or the war.

Muster rolls report h impresent through June 1, 1864.Last paid by Capt. Gabbett on Dec. 15,1863.

Selby,Robert F. ,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report himpresent through June 1, 1864. Last paidby Capt. Gabbett on Dec. 15,1863.

Sims,James,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for threeyears or the war.

Muster rolls report himabsent without leavesince August 10,1863,inside the enemy lines. Deserted near
Guntersville,Ala. onAug 10,1863.

Skelton,Andrew W., Sgt.
Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harre l l for three years or thewar.

Muster rolls report h impresent through June 1, 1864. Last paid by Capt. Gabbett on Dec. 15,1863.

Smart,SamuelD.,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember26, 1862,by L t .C.L. Harrell for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report him taken prisoner in Jackson County,Alabama, onNovember 15,1863. Last paid by it.
Gabbett on Dec. 15,1863. ‐ ‐ ’

Smith,WilliamV, Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report that hedeserted near BlueMountain,Alabama, onAugust 27,1864. Last paid by Capt.
Gabbett on Dec. 15,1863.

St. Clair,JohnA., Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report himabsent without leave since August 25, 1863,inside the enemy lines. Desertednear
Guntersville,Ala. onAug 23, 1863.

Stephens,James H.,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for threeyears or the war.

Muster rolls report himabsent without leave since January 27, 1864,inside the enemy lines. Lastpaidby Capt.
Gabbett on September 15,1863.

Stephens,John B.,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for threeyears or the war.

Muster rolls report himabsentwithout leave sinceAugust 5, 1863,inside the enemy lines. Desertednear
Guntersville,Ala. onAugust 5, 1863.
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Stephens,Marion,Pvt.
Enlisted at Guntersville, Ala. on November 5, 1863,by Capt. James H. Young for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report h impresent through June 1, 1864. Last paid by Capt. Gabbett on September 15,1863.

" ‘phens,Wil l iam G., 2nd L t .
~V Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for three years or the war.
Muster rolls report h impresent through June 1, 1864. Last paid by Capt. Gabbett on December 15,1863.

Swafford,James, Pvt.
Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26,1862, by L t .C. L. Harre l l for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report h imabsent without leave since August 14,1863, inside the enemy lines. Deserted near
Guntersville,Ala. on August 14,1863.

Swafford,John, Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report that hewas taken prisoner in Jackson County,Alabama, on November 15,1863.

Thomas,WilliamC.,Pvt.
EnlistedJanuary 22, 1863,at Larkinsville,by Captain Young for three years or thewar. Muster rolls

report h imabsent without leave since September 5, 1863,inside the enemy lines. Desertednear Guntersville,
Ala. on September 5, 1863. NOTE by ABC: Wm. C. Thomas also served in 4th Regiment,Alabama Cavalry,
Russell's.

Tipton, James J., Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report himabsent without leavesince August 28, 1863,inside the enemy lines. Desertednear
ntersville,Ala. onAugust 28, 1863.

Whitecotton, IsaacNewton, lSt L t .
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report himpresent through December 15,1863. Last paid by Capt. Gabbett on September 15,
1863.

Wilborn, James,Pvt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember 26, 1862,by L t .C.L. Harrell for threeyears or the war.

Muster rolls report himabsent without leave since August 7, 1863,inside the enemy lines. Desertednear
Guntersville,Ala. onSeptember 5, 1863.

Wilborn, StarnsW., Pvt.
EnlistedatLarkinsville,Ala. onDecember26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report himabsent with leavesince Sept 5, 1863,by order of CaptainYoung. Desertednear
Guntersville,Ala. onSept 5, 1863.

Woosley, AaronW., Sgt.
Enlistedat Larkinsville,Ala. onDecember26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrell for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report himpresent through June 1, 1864. Last paidby Capt. Gabbett on December 15,1863.
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Woosley, Johnson, Pvt.
Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26, 1862,by L t . C. L. Harrel l for three years or thewar.

Muster rolls report h im present through June 1, 1864. Last paid by Capt. Gabbett on December 15, 1863.

Young, James H., Captain .
Enlisted at Larkinsville,Ala. on December 26, 1862,by L t .C. L. Harrel l for three years or the war.

Muster rolls report h im present through December 15,1863.Last paid by Capt. Wm. Gabbett on Septemb‘ew.5,
1863.Captain Young resigned his command on February 1,1864,at Guntersville, Alabama.

Letter attached;
Guntersville,A la

Feb 1, 1864
Capt Wm Gabbett

Supt. Of Niter and Mining Bureau
Dist No 8 & 9

Sir .
The time having arrived that every man in the Confederacy should do his whole to drive back the
invaders of our land,and believing that I could render more efficient service to the cause in the
field than in the position that I now occupy I would most respectfufly offer my resignation as
Capt of the Company raised under special order No.285 A & I Gens office hearingdate of
December 5, 1862.

v Respt yours and etc.
James H. Young, Capt
Commanding Company
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KUDOS to JCHA member JOHN F. NEELY!!!‘!!!!!!
John F. Neely, chairman of the depot preservation committee, is pleased to announce
that exterior preservation repairs have been completed at the Scottsboro Railroad
Depot. Its traditional railroad colors of green and yellow now give the building a warm,
inviting appearancewhich says, "Come on in and see what good planning coupled with ‘v
hardwork can do for an 1861building which had been neglected much too long."
A metal fence has been installed between the depot and the railroad tracks as
requestedwhen the building was donated to the City of Scottsboro by the railroad. Billy '
RayAtkins, contractor for the outside repairs, volunteered to go above and beyond his
original agreement by adding a concrete foundation beneath the fence. After the rotten
platform (which had been added in the 20th century) was removed, Mr. Atkins also filled
this newly opened area with gravel to provide two much needed parking places
adjacent to the building.
A heating and cooling system for the office section of the building was installedwhich
will greatly facilitate work in the building’s interior. The next project will include
additional "pigeon proofing." There are two old desks in the building which need new
tops. TheJCHA depot restoration committee will sponsor a community work day in the
near future to accomplish a general cleaning of the floor and walls.
When the building is cleaned and ready to house artifacts and memorabilia relating to
Scottsboro’s railroad history, the model of Scottsboro’s 1860-1870 Main Street
will be moved to its final resting place in the Scottsboro Depot Museum. This street
scene in minaturewas the gift of the Scottsboro High School Class of 1961. Kelly
Goodowens stated he felt it was the perfect gift for his 1961graduating class to place in
the 1861depot museum building.
Chairman John F. Neely is to be congratulated for his perserverance and dedication!
Heperseveredwhen others might have given up on ever obtaining the $40,000.00 ~/
matching grant which was promised five years ago but was not delivered until the
Spring of 2007. PLUS, he has been a dedicated “keeper of the til l” and has kept this
project well within the JCHA’s budget. The JCHA had to agree to match the
Federal/State provided funds with $10,000.00. To date, John Neely has held restoration
expenditures to between $46,000.00 and $47,000.00,which means that the JCHA’s part
of the repair costs is a little less than the budgeted $10,000.00.
On behalf of the JCHA, MR. NEELY, PLEASEACCEPT OUR SINCERE THANKS!

PROGRESS REPORTONTHE COURT HOUSE BANDSTANDIGAZEBO
JCHA President Donna Haislip is pleased to announce the fundraising project to raise
awareness of the historical significance of the bandstandlgazebo and the need for its
renovation has beenwell received. To date, more than $8,000.00 has been raised
through the sale of engraved memorial brick pavers to be placed around the
bandstand.
The brick pavers will be sold through Labor Day. If YOU are interested in purchasing an
engraved brick, you may do so for a donation of $50.00 for 6 lines with no more than
17 characters per line 0R $100.00 for a larger brick with more lines. Contact Donna
Haislip in the Jackson County Probate Judge’s office for more information. JCHA
member Pat Bottomlee has also organizeda raffle fundraiser to be held Labor Day
weekend. Rafflewinners will receive gift certificates from local merchants and a
$100.00 memorial brick. Ken Tolar has volunteered his services to oversee theactual
renovationwhich will help reduce the cost of the project. WITH THE COUNTY v
COMMISSION’S BLESSING, the renovation should begin soon after Labor Day.
2 ,
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JACKSONCOUNTY,ALABAMA and its CONNECTIONSWITH DALLASCOUNTY, TEXAS

Will iam Henry Carden, J r.
Jackson County,Alabama, was home to many descendants of aRevolutionaryWar Patriot
namedSanford Berry (b. circa 1762),who movedhis family from South Carolina to Tennessee in
1807 and settled in the northern part of Franklin County,Tennessee,which became Coffee Co. in
1836. A bronzemarker placed in OakwoodCemetery,Tullahoma, Tennessee, by the Sons of the
American Revolution is inscribedwith the words “SandfordBerry 1762-1838Pvt.Continental
Line,RevolutionaryWar.”

According to his 1836Coffee County will, Sanford Berry was the father of eleven children.
During the early 18203,six siblings from this family migrated from Tennessee into the northern
part of Alabama, settling in Jackson County's PaintRock Valley, alongGuess Creek, near
Trenton.

The sons of SanfordBerry who migrated fromTennessee into northern Alabama included
William,Edward,Samuel, and John. These four Berry brothers and their wives were joined in
this migration by at least two of their sisters,Nancy andMargaret, and their husbands.Nancy
Berry hadmarriedMatthewFrazier,andMargaret (Peggy)Berry hadmarried LeonardAnsel
Carden in Franklin Co. TN, in 1820.These six members of the Berry family and their spouses
were evidently joined later by Matthew Frazier’s nephewGeorge Frazier,who marriedNancy
Ball.

LeonardAnsel Carden (b.1798)was one of eleven children in the family of James Carden (b.1756)
and ElizabethFuller,who hadmigrated fromNorth Carolina to FranklinCo.TN, after 1810.
Matthew Frazier (b.1800)was a son of RobertThompson Frazier Sr. (b.1758) and his second wife
ElizabethGraves. George Frazier (b.1810)was a son of GeorgeW. Frazier (b.1776),who was a
son of RobertThompson Frazier Sr. and his first wife. Members of these Carden,Berry,and
Frazier families had intermarried in FranklinCounty,TN, and several of their descendants who
settled in Jackson Co. did likewise. John Berrywas estate administrator for his brother-in-law
LeonardAnsel Carden in 1856.

LeonardW. Carden (b.1843)was the ninth of ten children born to LeonardAnsel Carden and his
wife,Margaret Berry. In September 1861,at the age of 18,LeonardW. Carden enlisted in the
Confederate infantry company known asthe PaintRockRifles,servingwith his older
neighborhood friend, 2"d L t .EphraimLatham. In the following year, these two friends evidently
switched sides and becamemembers of the Alabama andTennessee Vidette Cavalry (Union).
Leonard’s tombstone in LathamCemetery bears the inscription “Corp’l L. W. Cardin Co. A 1St
ALA VID CAV. ”

In the SpecialAlabama 1866Census after the Civi lWar, LeonardW. Carden was one of two
unmarried sons living with Margaret Carden, their widowed mother. In 1869,LeonardW.
Carden married Sarah E. Berry,who was probably the daughter of anotherSanford Berry who
was a son of one of the four Berry brothers who migrated fromTennessee to Jackson Co.A son,
John F. Carden,was born to Leonardand Sarah in 1870,while they were still living in the
householdwith Margaret.

When John F. Carden was only five years old, his father LeonardW. Cardenmarried his second
wife Sarah Cole Frazier,who was the widow of Jonathan Frazier (b.1828), the oldest son of
George Frazier (one of the two original Frazier family members who migrated to Jackson Co.
Alabama). From1875 to 1878,John F. Carden livedwith his father and stepmother.
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LeonardW. Carden was accused of being’ a drunkard andawife abuser, and his secondwife ‘
SarahCole Frazier left h im in 1878, taking her children with her. In 1880,John F. Carden was a
10-year‐oldchild living alone in the householdwith just his father. It was fortunate for this young
lad that his aunt, Sarah Carden Berry, lived next door.

After 1880,LeonardW. Carden married his third wife, Chastity Davis, and they becameparents \ r
of six children. LeonardW. Carden died in 1891, leavingJohn F. Carden at age 21asthe oldest
male in the householdwith his second stepmother, four step-sisters and two even younger step‑
brothers.

On June 17,1894,John F. Carden married Sarah Catherine (Kate)Horton (b.1869),daughter of
Will iamElmoreHorton (b.1840) and Mary Jane Barrett.William ElmoreHortonwas among the
numerous descendants of Amos and Sarah Hortonwho migrated from the Bean’s Creek area of
FranklinCounty, TN, to Jackson Co. during the mid-1800s,settling in the PaintRock Valley.
(One of their descendants, HenryH. Horton, becameGovernor of the State of Tennessee in 1927.)

A son,WilliamHenry Carden,was born toJohn F. Carden and KateHorton onMarch 14,1895.
In the months following the birth of his son, JohnF. Carden made a fateful decision that would
forever alter the course of the lives of his young family and their descendants. Rather than seeking
to fulfil l his responsibilities asa husband and father, John F. Carden chose to abandon his wife
and young child and seek a new life by leavinghis home and family in Jackson Co. After being
abandoned by her husband, Kate chose to take her young son away from the remainingmembers
of her husband’s”family in Alabama. She relocated to another state,where she lived the rest of
her lifewithout further contact with John F. Carden. Her son grew into manhood,served his
country asamember of the American Expeditionary Forces in France in 1918,and liveda noble
life until his death in 1960.

The Search for my Grandfather, John F. Carden V

The author of this manuscript is the son of WilliamHenryCarden and the grandson of John F.
Carden and KateHorton. For most of my life, essentially all I knew about my dad’s Carden
ancestry was from a few words written on a small piece of paper that I found insidemy dad’s copy
of the NewTestament in 1960,after he died. My mother told methat these words were in the
handwritingof Kate,my dad’s mother.These words were “W.H. Carden was born at Princeton,
Alabama. His father John F. Carden was born at Trenton,Alabama, the son of Lenard and Sarah
Carden.” Later, a closer look at that piece of paper would reveal that Kate had originally written
the nameBerry after the nameSarah and then erased it . I also knew that my dad’s WorldWar I
army discharge certificate stated that hewas born in Trenton. I also recalled that he once
recognized the name of a town, PaintRock,on a sign ashe drove alongUS Highway 72 in
northern Alabama, asa name from his childhood. If he had turned off the highway and driven
just a few miles toward the north,hewould have found Trenton and Princeton.

This writer undertook a search for information on the life of this scoundrel of a grandfather, John
F. Carden. At first, I only knew that my grandparents, John F. Carden and KateHorton,had split
up and gone their separate ways an unknown length of time after the March 1895birth of my
father in Jackson Co. I knew that Kate hadmoved to Scobey,Mississippiwith her young son
shortly after their names were recorded in the 1900census. I did not know if John F. Carden had
remainedbehind in Jackson Co. after Kate left the state, or if he had already moved on to begin a
new life somewhere else before Kate left. My quest was to find answers to these unknowns, to
learnwhereJohn F. Carden had lived the remainder of his life, and to discover where hewas
buried. After a thorough search, it appeared that John F. Carden hadprobably left the state b‑
when he abandoned his wife and young son in Jackson Co. 4



A search of US . Census records yielded a John F. Carden,born in Alabama in 1870, living in
Dallas Co. Texas in 1900. This John F. Carden was living in KaufmanCo. Texas in 1910 and 1920
with an older wife namedTennie and members of Tennie’s family from her first marriage.He was
no longer livingwith his wife Tennie in 1930,but a record of his death could not befound. This

. John F. Carden in Texas in 1900 appeared to be a good candidate to bemy grandfather, but a
research breakthroughwas needed to prove that mygrandfather had really moved to Texas prior
to the 1900census.

A truly serendipitous event occurred in Apri l 2005,when a cemetery association near Dallas,
Texas, posted amessage on the CardenMessageBoard, searching for family members of a John F.
Carden who had been buried there in 1927. LongCreek Cemetery of Sunnyvale, Texas is located
on the east side of Dallas Co., near the KaufmanCounty line, in the community originally called
LongCreek in the years before Sunnyvale was incorporated. ( In connection with their 150th
anniversary celebration, the LongCreek Cemetery Association attempted to locate family
members.of those persons who hadbeen buried in their cemetery years ago, and they found me.)

It seemed likely that the John F. Carden who was buried in LongCreek Cemetery was indeed the
same John F. Cardenwhom I had found in the 1900 census for Dallas Co. and the 1910 and 1920
census for KaufmanCo.However, information that would identify this person asmy grandfather
and connect himwith Jackson Co. remained to beuncovered.A Texas death certificate or
obituary for John F. Carden could not befound. Lackingthat evidence,weneeded at least a
logical explanation for what might have ledmy grandfather to move specifically to Dallas Co.
Texas fromAlabama.

The remainder of this manuscript will bedevoted to the evidence that connects several residents of
Jackson Co.with the community of LongCreek in Dallas Co. Texas in the late 1800s.The key
document that brings all this evidence together is the 1856Jackson County wil l of WilliamBerry,
son ofRevolutionamWar patriot Sanford Berry.

It wil l be shown that John F. Carden,my grandfather, followed the family of his aunt,Sarah
Carden Berry, and his uncle,GeorgeWashington Berry, to Dallas Co. Texas before 1900. It will
be shown that other descendants of WilliamBerry hadmade this same migration to Texas at
earlier times, becoming a part of this community of transplanted Jackson Co. residents living in
the LongCreek community. Cemetery markers for family members in LongCreekCemetery bear
record of these ties between residents of Jackson Co. and the early LongCreek community.

The family of GeorgeWashington Berry, fromJackson Co.Alabama: GeorgeWashington Berry
was born in Jackson Co.AL, about 1843.Hewas a son of Thomas Berry,who was a son of
WilliamBerry, the oldest of the four sons of RevolutionaryWar patriot Sanford Berrywhose
families participated in the migration fromTennessee to Jackson Co.AL in about 1820.Leonard
Ansel Carden and his wife Margaret Berry,who was a sister of WilliamBerry, also participated
in this migration.

OldAlabama land records indicate that both LeonardAnsel Carden andWilliamBerry
purchased the land they were probably already occupying alongGuess Creek in Jackson Co. in
1830,when public land sales were'held for the first time. At the same time, other nearby landwas
purchased by two of Will iamBerry’s brothers,John Berry and EdwardBerry. Samuel Berry, the
fourth Berry brother who also participated in the migration fromTennessee to Alabama,
evidently had acquired land in neighboringLimestoneCo. before public land sales were held in
. Jackson Co. This Samuel Berry family migrated from Alabama to Angelina Co. Texas before
1850. ' 5



GeorgeWashington Berry was ‘the fourth of seven sons born into the family of Thomas and Sarah
(Skelton) Berry. Six of these sons were born in Jackson Co. before 1850. In the 1850 census,
Georgewas listed by his middle name at age 7 in the household of Thomas Berry and his wife
Sarah. The Thomas Berry family evidently moved fromJackson Co. to Jefferson County,AL,
after 1850.Thomas Berry died before 1856, leaving his wife Sarah with seven young boys in the
family in Jefferson Co. In the 1856wil l of WilliamBerry, their grandfather, these seven sons of
Thomas Berrywere listedby name asminors in right of their deceased father. John D. Berry and
Davis Berry, uncles of these seven boys,were listed asadministrators of the William Berry estate.
It can be presumed that these seven sons of Thomas Berry would have an eventual claim of
ownership on at least part of the Jackson Co. landpurchased back in 1830 by their grandfather,
William Berry.

In the 1860Jefferson County,AL, census, GeorgeW. Berry and four of his brothers were
enumerated in the household of Sarah Berry, their widowed mother. It seems likely the two oldest
brothers,Samuel andWilliam, had already returned to Jackson Co. to occupy the land they had
inherited from their grandfather. In fact, Jackson County land records indicate that a person
namedWilliamM. Berry purchased 120 acres of land in 1856near the property purchased by the
originalWilliamBerry in 1830. It is possible that this WilliamM. Berrywas one of the two older
brothers of GeorgeW. Berry who were not enumerated in the 1860Jefferson County,AL, census.

GeorgeW. Berry had an obvious interest in returning to his place of bir th in Jackson Co. Surely,
George had traveled back and fourth betweenJackson Co. and Jefferson Co. a number of times
between 1856 and 1860,not only to check onhis inheritanceof land in Jackson Co., but also to
spend time with his bride-to-be,Sarah, the youngest daughter of LeonardAnsel and Margaret
(Peggy)Berry Cardeb. George and Sarah were married,probably in Jackson Co., onDecember
14,1860. '

The first yearof marriage for GeorgeW. Berry and his new bride was interrupted by theWar
between the States. According to official War Department records,George enlisted on September
3, 1861,at FortPillow,the Confederate earthen fortification onthe Chickasaw Bluffs overlooking
theMississippiRiver about 50miles north of Memphis.Hewas aprivate in Company D, 55tll
Alabama Volunteers (formerly Co. B, 2Ml Confederate Infantry; also known asCo.B, 25tll
Mississippi Inf.)

GeorgeW. Berry was involved in the battle at Champion H i l l in Hinds County,MS, and hewas
captured by Union forces onMay 17,1863,at Bakers Creek bridge on RaymondRoad asthe
Confederate troops were in ful l retreat toward Vicksburg. He was imprisoned at FortDelaware,a
mosquito-infestedprison camp on a marshy piece of ground called PeaPatch Island, in the middle
of the DelawareRiver separatingDelaware fromNew Jersey. Hewas paroled at FortDelaware on
July 3, 1863,and delivered on July 6 at City Point, Gen.Grant’s headquarters on the James River
in VA.. According to a family story, it took George about 5months to make his way back home to
Alabama.

GeorgeW. Berry returned to his bride,Sarah, after his service in the Civi lWar. It is presumed
that George and Sarahmade their home in Jackson Co. in the years following the war. Their first
child was born in July 1867,and six more children were added to the family before 1880.Their
family appeared for the first time in the 1880census for Jackson Co., livingnext door to Sarah’s
younger brother LeonardW. Carden andLeonard’s 10-year-oldson John F. Carden. According
to a family story, GeorgeW. Berry returned from the CivilWar with a mental or emotional
condition that made it difficult for him to carry out al l of his duties asa farmer. According to this
story, his brother Bi l lBerry took advantage of the situation during one of these episodes, and the
brother was able to force the family to relinquish their share of the inherited property.
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Sarah evidently went before a judge to swear that the property had-been taken from themwithout
their consent, and Bi l lBerry possibly went to prison for this miscarriage of justice. Nonetheless,
with their land gone and other assets depleted, the GeorgeW. Berry family packed up and moved
from Jackson Co. Alabama to the LongCreek community of Dallas Co. Texas.

According to Sarah’s sworn statement in her 1914 Confederatewidow’s pension application, the
GeorgeW. Berry family moved fromAlabama to Texas in 1880.At that time, there were 7
children in the family, ranging in age from about 14years old to 1year old. The children in this
family grew up in the LongCreek area, and they married into the families of other early settlers of
LongCreek.Wewil l take a brief look at several of the children of George and SarahBerry whose
spouses are known.

Kate B. (Kittie)Berrywas the oldest child of George andSarah Berry. In 1885,when Kittiewas
about 18years old, she marriedThomas Snow, a son of Jeremiah Snow and LouisaWeatherford.
Thomas Snow died at anearly age. In 1899,at the age of about 32, Kit tymarried IsaacN. (Ike)
Roycroft, a son of Caswell Calvin Roycroft andNancy ElizabethTaylor.

Mattie Jane Berry, the second daughter of George and Sarah Berry,was about 12years old when
the family moved to Texas in 1880. In 1887,she marriedGeorge H. Meek, son of BazaleelMeek
and EmmaMariah.The BazaleelMeek family hadmoved to the LongCreek area from
W.Virginia. GeorgeH. andMattie JaneMeek had 5 children, and 3 were buried in LongCreek
Cemetery.

MargaretEllenBerry, the third daughter of George andSarah Berry,was about 10years old
when the family moved to Texas. MargaretEllenwas about 21years old in 1891,when she
married amanwho was about 15years older, John HenryWeatherford, a son of John Wesley and
Eliza (Snow)Weatherford. John Henry andMargaret EllenWeatherford had adaughter who
was born in 1914.

Samuel DavidBerry, the oldest son of George and Sarah Berry,was about 7 years oldwhen the
family arrived in Texas. David grew up with the rest of his family in the LongCreek area, but he
apparently movedout of the householdbefore 1900. He initially settled to the southeast of Long
Creek, in Cherokee Co. Texas,where hemarried IdaM. Webb in 1902. David and Ida eventually
moved across the state line into Sabine Parish,Louisiana, where their children were born.

RachelMandyBerry, the fourth daughter of George and Sarah Berry,was about two years old
when the family arrived in Texas. Rachel’s namewas inadvertently omitted in the 1880Jackson
Co. census. In 1897,at the age of 19,RachelmarriedPeterHemby,who hadmoved to the Long
Creek area fromArkansas. According to a family story, PeteHembywas known asa gambler,
rather rough around the edges, but Rachelagreed to marry him if hewould help take care of her
parents.

Rachel and PeteHemby remained in the LongCreek area for the bir th of their first two children
in 1899 and 1901.About 1902,at the urgingof Rachel’s brother DavidBerry,Rachel and Pete
moved their family to the southeast to join David and his wife Ida in Cherokee Co. Texas. Six
more children were born to Rachel andPeteHemby in Cherokee Co.,where they lived the
remainder of their lives.

There is evidence that GeorgeW. Berry's mental condition following the Civi lWar continuedto
bea problemafter hemoved to Texas. The DallasDailyHerald (datedFeb 24, 1887)stated :
“GeorgeBerry, living about two miles fromHaught’s Store this county, is in custody at the
instance of his wife, chargedwith insanity.” Two days later, the newspaper reported the “George
Berry insanity case dismissed...jury rendered a verdict of harmless insanity, and the judge
discharged him.” 7



One can only imagine the tension within the family of George and Sarah Berry in the months and
years following this 1887 court case. The two oldest daughters in the family, Kitt ie andMattie
Jane, were married in 1885 and 1887,respectively.After 1887,Margaret Ellen andRachelMandy
were the oldest daughters remaining in the Berry household,with some measure of responsibility
for their parents. George, their father, had amentalcondition, while Sarah, their mother,had
suffered a crippling injury some years earlier from an accident on a horse.When Margaret Ellen
was married in 1891,RachelMandy became the only daughter left at home to care for her
parents. This situation explains why RachelMandy’s marriage to Peter Hemby in 1897was
evidently predicated on his willingness to assist her in the care of her parents.

In 1900,the true age for GeorgeW. Berrywas about 57 years, and Sarah Berry was about 5 years
older than George. Considering their physical condition, one might expect both of them to be
living in the home of one of their daughters at that age. The fact is Georgewas livingwith one
daughter, and Sarah was livingwith another daughter in 1900.

In the 1900census for Dallas Co. Precinct4, the household headedby Isaac (Ike)Roycroft
includedhis wife KateB., and two daughters and a son. Also living in this Roycroft household in
1900was Kate’s father, GeorgeW. Berry.The adjacent household belonged to GeorgeMeek and
his wife Mattie Jane, and their three daughters and one son. These two families, containing the
two oldest daughters of GeorgeW. Berry,probably provided the needed care for George in his
later years.

Sarah, the wife of GeorgeW. Berry,was livingwith the family of her daughter RachelMandy in
the 1900census. This family includedhusbandPeteHemby and their son who hadbeen born the
previous year. PeteHemby had evidently been true to his promise to assist Rachel in the care of
her parents.Basedon the census numbering system for households, the Hemby home could have
been some distance away from the home of Rachel’s sister, KittieRoycroft,where Georgewas
living. Interestingly, the 1900 census providedSarah’s correct year of birth, 1838.Sarah had
fibbed on her age on several occasions, probably to hide the fact that shewas five years older than
her husband.Sarah told the census taker that six of her eleven children were alive in 1900.

GeorgeW. Berry died on December21, 1900,at age 57. He was buried in LongCreek Cemetery,
where there are two grave markers for him.The original marker is small. The second, larger
marker denotes his CivilWar service in Co.D 55Ala. Inf . As stated earlier in this manuscript, the
year of his birth is believed to have been 1843,not 1836 asrecorded on the markers.The 1900
census listed 1835 for the year of his birth.

Sarah D. Berry evidently continued to livewith her daughter, RachelMandy,when the Pete
Hemby family moved fromLongCreek to Cherokee Co. Texas in about 1902.PeteHemby died in
1916 andwas buried in MixonCemetery in Cherokee Co. Sarah Berry died two years later, in
1918,andwas buried in the same cemetery. RachelMandyHemby continued to live in Cherokee
Co.until her death in 1964,at the age of 86.

The Texas family of John F. Carden. fromJackson Co.Alabama

Another individualwho was born in Jackson Co. and later found his way to the community of
LongCreek, Texas was the writer’s grandfather,John F. Carden,whose father LeonardW.
Cardenwas a younger brother of Sarah Carden Berry, the wife of GeorgeW. Berry. It was
previously mentioned that in 1880,at age 10,John F. Carden and his father lived next door to the
family of his aunt Sarahand her husband,GeorgeW. Berry, and their children, John’s cousins, in
Jackson County,Alabama. 8



An examination of circumstances and relationships involving the extended families of the children
of George W. and Sarah Berry provides abundant evidence that John F. Carden, who abandoned
his wife and young son (the writer’s father) in Jackson County,Alabama, was indeed the same
John F. Carden who was found in the 1900 Dallas Co. census and in the 1910 and 1920 Kaufman

" County censuses, and who was buried in Long Creek Cemetery in Dallas County, Texas, in 1927.
John F. Carden had simply left his Jackson County family and li fe behind, followed his aunt

" Sarah and Uncle George to Texas, and started a new life for himself in the Long Creek community
of Texas.

In the 1900 census for Dallas County, TX, John F. Carden was a boarder in the household of John
Thomas Edwards and Ellen (Meek) Edwards.Ellen Meek was a sister of George H. Meek,who
had marriedMattie Jane Berry, the second daughter of George W. and Sarah Berry, in 1887. It
was obvious that arrangements to provide John F. Carden with a place to live in the LongCreek
community had been set up by his aunt, Sarah Berry.

Shortly after his arrival in Texas, John F. Carden married into the extended family of his aunt
Sarah Berry. He married Tennessee (Tennie)Roycroft Lumley,who was a sister of IsaacN.
Roycroft, the second husband of Kate B. (Kitty) Berry. Tennie’s first husband was Turner
Lumley, a son from one of the early pioneer families in the Long Creek area. Turner and Tennie
Lumley had one son, Frank Lumley,who lived in the household with Tennie and her second
husband,John F. Carden. Frank Lumley died in 1915 at the age of 32, and was buried in Long
Creek Cemetery. John F. Carden was employed asa janitor in a school. He died on March 25,
1927,at the age of 56. He was also buried in LongCreek Cemetery, in the grave adjacent to where
Frank Lumley,his step-son, was buried, and near the Civi l W a r marker f o r his uncle, George W.
Berry.

The family of Samuel Berry, from Jackson Co. Alabama

' Long CreekCemetery contains a grave marker with the following inscription: Rachel,wife of
Samuel Berry,born in the year 1816,died _ 15,1880.The month and year of Rachel’s death are
difficult to discern, but others have read the bottomline on this old marker to beJan 15,1883.
The proximity of this marker to those for George W. Berry and members of his extended family
with roots in Jackson Co. would suggest an unknown family connection between this RachelBerry
and George W. Berry.

The endeavor to connect the George W. Berry family with Samuel and RachelBerry began by
searching Alabama genealogical records. In the 1850 Madison Co. AL census, we find the family
of Samuel Berry, age 45, born in Tennessee. His wife Rachelwas born in Kentucky in about 1810.
Samuel andRachelhad the following children at home in 1850: Martha, George,William, Samuel,
Susan, Rachel,and Mary, ranging in age from 15years down to 6 years. The 1856Jackson Co.
wi l l of William Berry listed these same seven children asheirs in right of their deceased father,
Samuel Berry. So, this Samuel Berry,not to be confused with the brother of William Berry,was
the oldest son of William Berry, andthis Samuel Berry died after 1850 and before 1856.

The marriage year for Samuel and RachelBerry can be estimated by referring to the 1840
Jackson Co. census. At that time, their young family resided in Jackson Co. near Thomas Berry,
Samuel’s brother, and also near LeonardAnsel Carden,who was married to Samuel’s aunt,
Margaret Berry, a sister of William Berry.Among the tally of children for Samuel and Rachel
'Berry in 1840was ason who was morethan 5,but less than 10years old. That would place the
marriage date for Samuel and Rachelbetween 1831and 1834.The wedding most likely occurred
in Jackson Co.



Samuel Berry’s oldest child, the son who was older than 5 but less than 10in 1840,was not listed
in the 1850 census, nor washenamed in the 1856wil l of his grandfather,Will iamBerry. This
surely means he died before reaching adulthood. Samuel’s oldest daughter,Martha,was named in
the 1856will, alongwith her husband,William Clum,who hadbeen a neighbor of the Berry -‘
family in the 1850 census. Wil l iam andMartha Clum and their two young children, 6-year-old
Mill ie and 3-year-old Samuel, continued to live near the Berry residence in the 1860Madison Co. “J
census.

Samuel Berry’s death before1856 left Rachel asawidow with threechildren, Samuel,Rachel,and
Mary remaining in her household in the 1860Madison Co. census. Information onwhatbecame of
all of the children of Samuel and RachelBerry is not complete at the present time. FromAlabama
marriage and census records,we know that Susan Berry, the third youngest daughter of Samuel
and Rachel,hadmarried LeviShook on 3 November 1859,prior to the 1860 census, and they were
residents of Jackson Co. in 1860 and 1880,with a daughter named Jinnie.We also know that
Mary Berry, the youngest daughter of Samuel andRachel,marriedDavidC. Wilson on 8
February 1866,but no further information on them is available at this time.

The 1860Madison Co.AL , census was the last time we are able to find RachelBerry in any formal
records prior to her death and burial in LongCreek Cemetery. This begs the question: How did
Rachel, the widow of SamuelBerry,manage to leaveAlabama and be buried in Dallas Co. Texas?
The logical answer to this question must be that she followed one or more of her children to Texas
after 1860.We will use census records fromDallas Co. after 1860 to discover the answer. Rachel,
the second youngest daughter of Samuel andRachelBerry,marriedAndrew J. Mitchell on 20
June 1861,in MadisonCo. Alabama. This young family is found in the 1880 Dallas Co. Texas,
census with their four children: Alonzo,Richard,Brice,andMattie.Using theplace of birth for
these children,we can see that they had resided in Texas since 1875.Therefore, this young family
seems to have been the first of the northernAlabama Berry clan to migrate to Dallas Co. Texas.

It is assumed that RachelBerry, at the age of about 65, accompanied the family of her daughter,
RachelMitchell, to Texas in about 1875.The absence of the older RachelBerry from the 1880
census suggests that Rachelprobably died andwas buried in LongCreek Cemetery in 1880,
before that census was recorded.Her daughter,RachelMitchell,probably died before 1900,since
her name does not appear with the names of her family who are found in the 1900census for
Smith Co. Texas.

WilliamJ. Berry, a son of Samuel andRachelBerry,marriedSarah Rebecca Jones on 15
December 1859,and this young couple was livingwith the Jones family in MadisonCo. Alabama,
during the 1860 census. In 1870,WilliamJ. and SarahR. Berry continued to reside in Madison
Co. with their children GeorgeH.,Ann C., andRobertE. Their middle initials are important,
because the 1880MadisonCo. census lists aW. J. Berrywith a wife namedRebecca and children
namedHomer,Bell,Emmett,Edner,James, Sumay, and Levette.Although it would be easy to
dismiss this asa differentWilliamBerry family, the ages of each individual in the 1870 census
match the corresponding person in the 1880census. Thus,we conclude that this is the same
WilliamJ. Berry family in both censuses.

In the 1900census for Dallas Co.Texas,wefind WilliamJ. Berry listed asawidower with his
children Edna,SueM.,andLevette.Livinga few doors fromWilliamJ. Berrywas his son,Robert
E. Berry.Livingjust a few more houses fromRobertE. Berry was a family that was cited in the
earlier section of this manuscript, the family of IkeandKatieRoycroft,where Katie’s father,
GeorgeW. Berry,was living in 1900.WilliamJ. Berry livedout his years in Dallas County,Texas. .
The MesquiteCemetery holds his remains, aswell asthose of his son Robert E. Berry and his
daughter‐in-law Maola. 10



The connection that can be made between these two Berry families in the LongCreek community
can be summed up this way: WilliamJ. Berry,son of SamuelBerry of MadisonCounty,Alabama,
and GeorgeW. Berry, son of Thomas Berry of Jackson County,Alabama, were first cousins.
Their fathers, Samuel and Thomas,were brothers and who were sons of Sanford Berry of Coffee

,. County,Tennessee. SamuelBerry’s wife,Rachel,was an aunt by marriage to GeorgeW. Berry.
Thus, the family connection that was assumed by the proximity of the gravesites for RachelBerry
and GeorgeW. Berry in LongCreek Cemetery has been confirmed.

The family of DavidC.Nelson, from Jackson Co. Alabama

While these Berry families provide ou r most important links in the connection between Jackson
Co. Alabama and the pre-1900 community of LongCreek,Texas, it is possible to identify at least
one more Jackson Co. family who provided another link in this same connection.

In 1914,when Sarah Berry was applying for a Confederatewidow’s pension from the state of
Texas, it was necessary for her to provide awitness to testify concerning GeorgeW. Berry’s Civil
War service. Her pension application included the testimony of DavidC. Nelson, a resident of
Ravenna,Texas, who was age 75 in 1914. DavidC. Nelson testified he had known GeorgeW.
Berry of Jackson County,AL, for almost 60years, since about 1855,and that George had enlisted
in 1861.

The 1850Jackson County,AL, census lists this DavidNelson at age 11 asone of ten children in the
household of his father, also namedDavidNelson.The older DavidNelsonwas an early settler in
Jackson County, asevidencedby old land records that recorded his 1830purchase of 80acres in
the same township in Jackson County where the original Berry property was located.The 1880

- census indicates that this DavidC. Nelson family hadpreceded the GeorgeW. Berry family to
LongCreek,Texas. In fact, their 5-year-old daughter,Mary LulaNelson,was buried in Long
Creek Cemetery in January 1879.

The author,WilliamHenry Carden,Jr. , is pleased to acknowledge the valuable assistance
provided in the research of the Berry family by Linda Turner andDeedeeWilliams, who are
descendants of GeorgeW. Berry and Sarah Carden Berry.
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F am i l y of Davis B e r r y ( s o n of Wi l l iam B e r r y ) f r om Jackson C o u n t y . A labama
(comp i led by Ann B. Chambless)

Dav is Berry w a s bo rn J u n e 5 , 1820, a n d d ied Decembe r 18, 1894, i n Jackson
Coun ty, AL. He ma r r i ed Amanda Melv ina Mann ing (daugh te r o f George
Washington and El izabeth Bradford Manning) ,w h o w a s bo r n November 20,
1826, in Sevier County, TN, and died March 20, 1909.

The 1860 Jackson County, AL, census shows Davis Berry 's ch i ld ren as
1 . Wi l l iam Geo rgeWash ing ton Ber ry (born Sep tembe r 22, 1848, d i ed
February 2, 1931, mar r i ed Ann i s C. I sbe l l on Novembe r 28, 1880. )
2 . J o h n A l e x Ber ry, bo r n March 17, 1851 ( mar r ied Mary Minerva Al len)
3 . Thomas D. Ber ry (bo rn c i r ca 1856, mar r i ed Ju l i ana Cons tab le on
November 24, 1878. H i s b ro the rs w e r e h i s bondsman f o r t he i r mar r i age
HcenseJ

Second Son, John A l e x Be r r y, h a d mar r i ed Mary M ine rva A l l en by t h e t ime o f
t h e 1870 Jac k son Coun t y census . Ma r y Minerva (Al len) Be r r y w a s born
Janua ry 13, 1851, a n d w a s t h e daugh te r o f Geo rgeW. a n d Luc inda Al len.

T he 1880 Jackson Coun ty census recorded t he names of John Alex Berry 's
chi ldren as :
Wi l l iam G.; Amanda J.; Mary E.; Locke V.; S tacy A.; and Davis A. Berry.
Be tween 1880 and 1900, John A l e x and Mary Minerva (Al len) Ber ry had 5
more children, namely : Paul ine M.; Mi l le r Boyd (1885-1955); James M.
(1887-1961); Lawrence She rman (1889-1975); a n d J e s s e E. Be r r y.

J ohn A l e x Ber r y d ied Sep tember 12, 1926, and h i s w i f e , Ma r y Minerva (Allen)
Be r r y d ied December 16, 1916. Bo t h a r e bur ied in t h e Be r r y Cemetery in
Be r r y Cove near Limrock, AL.

Law rence She rman Be r r y (born November 12, 1889), ma r r i ed O l l i e Maude
She l ton on February 10, 1924. Maude (born December 13, 1898) w a s t h e
daugh te r o f John W. a n d To y e Jane (Culver) She l ton . L aw r e n c e S . Be r r y
d ied Augus t 23 1975, a n d Maude (Shelton) Ber ry d ied Sep tember 11, 1982.
Bo t h a r e bur ied in Cedar H i l l Cemete ry.

Lawrence Sherman a n d Maude (Shelton) Berry a r e t h e parents of Charles
Edward Ber ry (1925-1984); Ann ie Pear l (Ann) Moody w h o mar r ied Edward
Donald Moody; and Mar tha Be r r yw h o marr ied B i l l Henshaw. Ann (Berry)
Moody and Martha (Berry) Henshaw a r e b o t h members of t h e JCHA .
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The Jackson County HistoricalAssociation will meet Sunday,
October 28, 2007, 2:00 p m . to unveil a historic marker at
Bellefonte Cemetery on County Road 33. The cemetery is
located on the north side of CO RD 33 about one-half mile
east of its intersection with U.S. Highway 72(at Hollywood
Crossroads.) The program will include a brief reappearance of
several early Bellefonte residents (in voice only) as portrayed
by local JCHA members. Program attendees are reminded to'
wear weather suitable clothing and comfortable walking
shoes. ALSO, bring a folding lawn chair, as no other seating
will be available in the cemetery. PLEASE,N_ORoadside
Parking. Drive past the cemetery to the site of the old
Bellefonte court house public square (current lumber yard.)
Off the road parking just east of the cemetery is courtesy of
Greg Yarbrough, owner of Scottsboro Forest Products.

If PAID 2007, does not appear on your CHRONICLES label,
please forward your 2007 clues as follows:
Annual dues (except senior citizens) - $20.00
Senior Citizens, 65years of age - $15.00
Life Membership dues - $150.00
Members in good standing receive JACKSON COUNTY
.CHRONICLES
quarterly in January, April, July, and October.

2008 dues will be due and payable on January 1, 2008.
Renewal dues received after October 1, 2007, will be credited
to 2008.
Mail your dues check to:
JCHA TREASURER, P.O. Box 1494, Scottsboro, AL
35768

PLEASE INCLUDE your 9 DIGIT ZIP CODE WITH
your membership renewal. IF YOUR ADDRESS
CHANGES, please notify the JCHA to assure
continuity in mfailings.
CHRONICLES EDITOR: Ann B. Chambless, 435 Barbee Lane,
Scottsboro, AL 35769 Email: rabc123@scottsboro.org



LETTER FROM JCHA PRESIDENT DONNA HAISLIP
I am happy to announce the JCHA received a $10,000.00 grant from the Bynum Fanily
Foundation for continued preservation of the Scottsboro Depot to be used for spec‘fic
projects which I will address later. My in-Iaws, (John and Shirley Haislip) also donated
$100.00 to the depot in honor of John Neely for all the work he has done on this proj‘xkt.c
Mr. Neely will- call a meeting to develop an interior plan for the depot.This is a l ist of,\ {p
current Scottsboro Depot Museum Committee members: " '

PLANNING/DESIGN: JohnNeely, Chair; Mark Scott Skelton; John Graham;
Clyde Broadway; Wendell Page; DavidLoyd; Charles Heath; and Greg Shepard.

COLLECTION/PROCUREMENT: Ann Chambless, Chair; John Neely; Jen
Stewart; B i l l Freeman; Judi Weaver; and Kelly Goodowens.

FUND RAISING: Donna Haislip and John Neely.

LETTERfrom JAY LAMAR, Chair, CLINTON JACKSON COLEY AWARD
COMMITTEE, AUBURN UNIVERSITY,AUBURN, ALABAMA 36849-5637:
Dear Friends of Alabama History,

I amwriting to invite you to nominate a publication for the Clinton Jackson Coley Award. Given
in even years by the Alabama HistoricalAssociation, the award recognizes excellence in new study
that focuses on localhistorical concerns, such asthe history of a church, the annals of a
community, or the chronicle of acounty. It honors Judge C.J. Coley's many contributions to our
state's history and historical record. The Association will give the award at its April 2008 meeting w
to be held in the Shoals.

fl 5  ‘  _ \

\.

Books published since January 2006 are eligible for the award, and particular attention is given to
works by lay or amateur historians. A copy of the nominatedbook and a cover letter of
nomination may be sent to me. The deadline for submissions is December 31, 2007. I look
forward to hearing from you. Sincerely, Jay Lamar

NOTE: For more information, email Ms. Lamar at: www.auburn.edu/cah

MRS. RAYMOND GATES, 215 Forty Oaks FarmRoad,West Monroe, AL 71291-9094, is
interested in WININGER family history. If someone has a book or has compiled research
material on this family, please correspond with Mrs . Gates.

THE JCHA has raised $36,000.00 for renovation of the Court House BAND STAND
GAZEBO through the sale of memorial bricks, bake sale, a very successful raffle
drawing, and a $15,000 donation from the Jackson County legislative delegation. YOU
can sti l l obtain YOUR brick. Mail your contribution payableto JCHA in the amount
of $100.00 for an 8x 8 inch brick with 6 lines (18 characters per line) or $50.00 for a 4x8
inch brick with 3 lines of 18 characters. Mailing address: JCHA Mem'Oria-lBricks, P. 5
Box 1494, Scottsboro, AL 35768. 2 V ‘



HISTORICMEMOIRSOF JAMES HENEGARBUCKNER (1895-1974)

(Edited by his granddaughter, Pat (Buckner) Boyd of Stevenson, AL)

Pat (Buckner)Boyd (Mrs.Herschel) of Stevenson,Alabama, has graciously shared the memoirs of
her Grandfather James Henegar Buckner,written in 1964when hewas 69years old. By

\ adding abriefsynopsis of his parents and grandparents to his memoirs, 100years of vivid history
takes the reader through parts of two centuries.

James Henegar Buckner was born in November 1895 in Meigs County,Tennessee, and
was the son of John Lee and Annie Susan (Denton) Buckner who married circa 1891. (Annie
Susan Dentonwas the daughter of John Henegar Dentonwho was the son of UriahDenton of
Meigs Co,TN.) John LeeBuckner was the son James Robert and Lavesta (Mitchell)Buckner who
married circa 1859 in McMinnCo,TN.

James H. Bucknerbegins his memoirs by writing about his early days onSandMountain in
the Fabius/KingBend areas as follows:

"Around 1900John Lee andAnnie Susan (Denton)Buckner bought 160 acres of land from
CharlesB. Roach. 120 acres was in Section 12,T3 N, Range 8 E of the HuntsvilleMeridian.A
forty (40) acre tract was locatedin Section 11 of the Township 3, Range 8.The parents of John
Leewere John Lee traded 40 acres on the northeast end of the farm to Warren Smith for a 60
acretract on the south side of the original tract. He later bought another 80acres from Sim
Leake.BenGibsonowned 160 acres in the center of Section 12,Township 3,NorthRange 8East.
The new land lay along the north side of Section 12and Ben’s farm and now their total acreage
was 260. Ben’s family was PrimitiveBaptist andwent to church atMacedonia near Ider,AL.
They would load up in the wagon on Sunday morning and stay all day and beafter dark getting
back that night."

"John Lee and Annie Susan's oldest son,DentonBuckner,died when hewas 16years old, and his
death was agreat shock to the whole family. Hedied of intestinalparalysis.Hetook sick on
Saturday at Noon and died the followingMonday aroundNoon. It took John Lee andAnnie a
long time to get reconciled to his passing. The summer of 1907,Denton andVesta,my older sister,
professed religion in a tent meetingheldby Anderson NelsonVarnell, a teacher and preacher
(EDITOR'S NOTE: A. N. Varnell was father of JCHA life member NelsonVarnell who died in
2007.) . A church housewasbuilt in 1908at the sitewhere the tent revivalwas held later to be
known asCaperton’s Chapel."

Around 1901,Annie Susan took the four children to visit (her parents) John Henegar and
ElizabethF. Denton and families. She drove Fannie the roan mare that John H. had given her
when she marriedJohn Lee. She loaded the children in a covered one horsewagon. It took 2.5
days to make the trip from Fabius to Decatur,TN. They got there in the afternoon of the third
day. James H. was six at the time and remembered the trip asa “grand time.”

“Grandfather Dentonwould get down on the floor and play with us like hewas one of us.We
played a game called Crokinole. He had a bigbarn fu l l of loose hay that wewould tumble
somersaults in.We also gathered up the eggs the hens laid in the hay. He had lots of stock, both
horses and cattle, especially mi lk cows. He ran a small dairy and sold butter and milk to the
public. I don’t recall too much about the trip back home,bu twe came by Cleveland,TN, where
my Aunt Tennie Mosler lived.While there Mother had a set of dentures (false teeth) made. She got
upper and lower teeth for $7.00. That’s a lot cheaper than you could get themmade now (1964).
3



The next trip they made in the coveredwagon was about 1903:

“ I recallmore distinctly that trip than the one in 1901with Mother.We started early in the
morning and ate dinner at Trenton, GA.We stopped near aman’s house that had tall grass in the \ x / ,
yard. He let usput Fannie. the roan mare. in the yard and graze on the grass,while we ate our ’
lunch and rested a littlewhile. We then hitched to the wagon and drove on to Wauhatchie, on the
outskirts of Chattanooga.We spent the nightwith Tom Fuller a cousin of my UncleTom Fuller.
Next morningwe drove through Chattanooga, north Chattanooga then on up dry valley toward
Dayton,TN.We stopped at a housewhere they allowedus to spend the night in their yard. My
oldest sister, Vesta Elizabeth,slept in the house. The rest of usslept in the wagon under the canvas
top. They were having some kind of party at the man’s house that night.My father lay down but
did not goto sleep t i l l after the party broke up.He said when they started home they lifted the side
of the canvas covering of the wagon and looked in on us, then walked around and talked awhile,
and then went on off. My father said hewas afraid they might rob us. After they went away he
went to sleep asit was getting late.We got up early next morning. The people my sister spent the
night with had not gottenup, somy sister climbed out the window of her bedroom andwe got on
our way.We crossed the river at Armstrong Ferry on this trip, not going to Cottonport Ferry as
Mother d i d1n1901.We arrived at Grandpa Denton’s late '1nthe afternoon of the third day.”

Harve and Sallie Fuller lived in an old house about a 1/4 mile fromwhere John Lee and Annie
Susan lived onSandMountain.The children from each home grew up together and visited one
another often. At this time thewildlife in the surrounding forests were plentifulwith deer,wild
turkey, wolves, foxes,wild hogs and many other smaller animals. There were plenty of forbearing
animals such asopossum, skunk,mink,muskrat, weasel and grey and red fox. There were also
wildcats and a few panthers and raccoons in large numbers. James H. was a good shot. He could '
shoot the eyes out of any animal with a 22 r ifle soneither the fur pelt no r the meat would be - - \ / »
damaged.

The forests were open soyou could see quite a distance in any direction.You could drive awagon
and teammost anywherewithout cutting a roadway.Of coursewhere there were lowlands,
swamps and ponds your view was obstructed. The timber was virgin and had never been cut over.
Chestnut trees were in abundance and produced an enormous crop of nuts. Some of the trees grew
to an enormous size.When they died or were blown down by windstorms they could be used for
fence posts or cut in 8’‐10’-12’ lengths and split into fence rails ascrops had to be fenced in.

During this time there was open range.Everybody let their cattle, hogs, and sheep or goats roam
and gowhere they pleased.Many times folks had to get out and round them up. The animals were
ear marked to tell whose stock they were. Leemade it apractice to cut the lambs and pigs tails off.
He felt that the animals grew and fattened quicker with a bobbed off tail."

Some of the early settlers in the area near where the Buckners were: Warren Smith; W.S. Keys;
GreenWilliams; Jerome Houser; Arthur Wheeler; Grandma AlfordWheeler; SamEaton; Jennie
Smith, anold maid; Dock Keys, the miller; Frank King,who lived in KingBend; UncleJesse
Houser, the hunter and father of Sam and Jay Houser; Jeff Smith, an old bachelor who livedwith
his sister; Jake Overdeer; GusOverdeer who had a large family of boys and girls who lived in a
place known asthe hollow; C.D. Stoner; Zack Taylor, who marriedMaryWheeler; his brother
Mark Taylor who married Jake Overdeer’s daughter, Ida; Jim G. Caperton,Henry’ father; C.C.
Jones who had a daughter by his first wife namedMyrtlewho marriedR.H.Mayes. Also there
was George Smith,Warren’s brother. Moving farther back was GrandpaLaddwho had a large
family of boys and girls. The boys were: J.M,Will, Mathew,andHolcomb Ladd and the girl’s V"
were: Airy and Kizzie Ladd. 4



Also JimStone; VamStone; John Cass, a teacher and
preacherwho married a sister of TomCaves. They reared a large family and had one son named
Ar thur and seven gir ls Others includedRufus Howard; John Sims; the Holloways; Cicero
Millican; M r .Griffin, father of Will, Joe and a daughter Katoola; J.H.P.Minton; J im Cox,who
had a brother Tom, another namedHop.Hop’s sister Mollie marriedWarren Smith. Another
sister of his marriedW.S. Keys,who was part Cherokee Indian.GeorgeHawes was a gardener,
hunter and trapper. Hehad a large family and his boys names were John, Charles andJesse. The
girls were: Sweet, Ida,Annie Palestine,Becky,Nettie,and others. Also there was John Har t and
Jasper Pennington.Back east from the Buckner’s there were M.C.Fields; J.A. Hogue,who
married aGordon; Henry Starkey; the Fergusons; Burkhalters; Rogers; PierceJones; Bro.
Thigpen; Bro.Brewton; the Clarks; Jeff Pritchett andwife, who raised a large family of girls; the
Davidsons; the Andersons; the Harrises; the Shaws; the Kennamers (Harrison andRuby);
FranklinSmith,who tanned hides for leather and operated awatermill on High Falls Creek. The
Scottsof Ider; the Lattias,DolphFuller,who was a cousin to UncleHarve Fuller.Also the Kogers;
the Yorks; and PatHansard; D r.W.S. Hansard. PatHansardmarried one of DolphFuller’s girls ,
who first married a Lattia. She had a daughter namedMaudeLattia".

James H. in his Memoirswritten in 1964 talked about health issues in pioneer times on SandMt :

"My first sick spell was when I had the measles. I never knew exactly where I was exposed to
them, but they turned into bronchial pneumonia. I had to stay in bed for 15days. It took another
15 days to get able to be up and about. A l l the rest of my folks took them from me.My brothers
and sisters soon got over them, but my mother finally took them. They hu r t her awfully bad and
left her with a cough that lasted for a long time. I don’t think she ever fully recovered from the
weakening effects they had on her. Shewas not well afterwards, although she lived for several
years. I had them in the month of February about 1914.My father had a hard time keepingfires,
tending to the stock and other chores. He was the only one of the family that had had the measles.
Mrs. JimCox andUncleHarveFuller were good to come and stay with usat night.I can never
forget how good they were to me."

" I n March after I got over the measles, I applied and obtained a job working for the Doran
Lumber Co. of Cincinnati. They were operating at that time close to where we lived.Lumber
business was booming asWor ldWa r I came along. I set in working for $1.25 a day for 10hours.
When I quit working for them in 1919 I was getting .35 cents anhour.That was amighty little
comparedwith wages now in 1964,45 years later,but I managed to save up a few dollars while
working for the lumber Co.During that period of time between 1914-1919 I started to high
school at FlatRock.ProfessorAlverson, Hosmer PriceandMissMary Leewere the principal
teachers. Bro Alverson was the principal the short time I attended. "

The next section is about his days in the Army.

"1 was classed 1A in the draft and soon got my greetings fromUncle Sam.

In June 1918,I got my induction into the Army. I went to Camp Pike,Arkansas near LittleRock.
At the time it was the largest camp in the UnitedStates. It was done away with beforeWWII. At
Camp Pike, I took intensivemilitary training for 6weeks, then I started on my way toward
France.Wewent by train toCampMerritt,New Jersey. On23Aug 1918wewere put onthe
English troop and freight steamship the Cedric. It was a large ship originally built to carry
freight, but the Cedric carried about 6,000 troops when I went over on it . The Cedric left N.Y.
Harbor Port of Embarkation at Hobokenand passed the Statue of Liberty aswe left.We landed5
Sep 1918 at Liverpool,England and marched to a rest camp called Knottyash.We stayed in Camp
Knottyash a few days, then took a train for South Hampton,England, a seaport on the south coast
of England.We stayed there in a rest camp for a few hours. 5



Crossing the channel to France:

On 10 Sep 1918we boarded a small ship and crossed the English Channel, landing at
Cherbourg, Normandy, France.The channel was quite rough the night we crossed and a
lot of the boys got seasick. It was a short but very unpleasant voyage. Crossing the
channel took 6 hours. The name of the little ship was the Londonderry.We reached land
before daylight at the port of Cherbourg and waited till daylight to leave the ship. This
was Sept. 11,1918.

We then marched up to the rest camp near Cherbourg arriving at the camp at 3 p.m.Next
morning at 4 a.m. weset out for the railroad station, loaded on a train in boxcars at sunrise. The
train quietly pulled out carrying us further toward the front andThe US .Army Expeditionary
Forces.We passed through Caen andAlencon, Tours and Lemans.On 13Sep we reached the
classification Camp at St. Agian, 16 kilometers fromPontLevoy.There 40 of uswere picked for
MachineGunners for Co. I 1St Regiment C.P.

We prepared for the upcoming fight ing:

The chosen 40were placed in 161M G I for intensive training. Herewe were well fed and treated
assoldiers. None of uswil l ever forget Pont Levoy,France.We worked hard learning the
nomenclature of the Hotch Kiss machine gun, an air cooled gun which was very accurate at a
kill ing range of 5 miles.We learnedhow to take them apart and reassemble them again
blindfolded.We also could do this in the dark.

We left Pont Levoy 9 Oct 1918with Lieutenant Stallings in command.We got coffee at Bourges
and passed through Chaumont where Gen. J.J. Pershing’sHeadquarterswere.We left St.Deqier
onMonday at 2 a.m. and arrived at Mininleton on 14Oct. Fromthere wehiked to Antilley and “"
stayed for the night. L t . Stallings, and the Sgts. and corporals left us here.We were attached to the
107tllMachineGunners Battalion on 15Oct 1918.On 17Oct the 107thMachineGunner Bn.moved
into Essay,a deserted village. There we spent the night among the ruins in undergroundcellars.
Next morningwewere ordered to march by file 15paces apart intoWhere artillery shells were
exploding. At Essay I walked out and saw the flashes and roar of artillery shells bursting. It was a
new experience for meout by myself. I watched and listened for awhile, then went back and lay
down onmy blankets. It was a warm eveningwhen I lay down but turned cold beforemorning. I
got up feeling cold and damp in the cellar where we had slept.

We were getting closer to the front:

We marched through a wooded areathen started down awinding slope. Ou r artillery guns,
mostly French75 mm. guns were firing, seeming to come out of the ground to ou r right. Then we
started up a steep slope entering the city of Thiacourt which had been badly shot up. The small
mountainwas sosteep the Germanartillery shells went over our heads and landed in the valley
below near where our artillery implacements were. Most of the shells exploded harmlessly in the
valley below us.Wemovedon under the protection of the steep slope of the mountain untilwe
found some undergroundwine cellars to go into for safety from the machine gun fire. Part of us
spent 2 nights in awine cellar on one side of the street. The rest of the boys went undergroundon
the other side of the street. The last night in Thiacourt wecrowded the whole bunch in onebig
underground room. Part of the outfit went up into position at Jaunley about 3 kilometers away.
Next evening under cover of darkness the rest of the battalion went into position on the second line ,
of defense not far f rom the lit t le toWn of Jaunly. Later I found out this was part of the last battles \ v '
of the wa r were calledthe Argonne-Meurse offensiveThiacourt sector. 6
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The boys at the gun positions stayed in an underground cavern on the side of a hill.We slept and
Af/dir. some cooking in the cave. The smoke got out somewhere and did not bother us much.We got

memeal a day. It was brought up after dark sothe enemy would not locate our position.

The action gets more intense:

While wewere there we had3 casualties. Pvt.Stephenwas our first fatality. He was hit by
shrapnel in the leg and bled to death. He was also hi t in other parts of his body.We buried him
close by. The two others were Privates Olson andMedley who were both h i t by shrapnel.While in
this cave we got a good supply of body lice (cooties) and did not get r i d of them unti lwewent
through the delousing plant before starting back to the States

We held these lines for 11 days andwere relieved by aMG outfit who were equippedwith
BrowningM.G.’s.We left Jaunly 28Oct 1918 andwent back to the Nonsardwoods and stayed in
aGerman theatre called Gayety Theatre. While wewere billeting in the Theatrewe did some close
order drilling and several times wehad to take to the woods for cover to keep from getting killed
by German machine gun bullets fired from enemy planes.While wewere there I saw an
observation balloon catch fire from a tracer bullet fired from aGerman plane.His parachute
caught in some low treetops and hegot a few scratches, otherwise hewas unharmed.

On 10Nov we left NonsardWood andwent into position at MaribouFarm.On our way up to the
front lineof defense the German artillery opened up with a heavy barrage.We had to halt and get
off the cobblestone road and take cover anywherewe could find shelter.We wound up getting
barragedwith poison gas. Forty of our outfit went back to the hospital because they did not use
their gas masks in time.

When this quieted down,we got orders to go forward, single file to our positions.We had
considerable difficulty getting along asthe heavy artillery barrage had torn the cobblestone
roadway up with holes and the trees on either side of the road had been torn to splinters. To cap it
all, our guide took us too far forward and put us ahead of the doughboys and light artillery.We
were ordered to bed down until daybreak. I slept that night with my headbetween two
ammunition boxes wearing my steel helmet.

All's quiet on the western front: There was a thick fog the nextmorning.When the sun began to
break through weakly in midmorningCapt. O.D. Moore,al l 6 ft. 4 in of him, told us to keep our
heads down unti l 11 o’clock and that the shootingwould stop at that time. Sowe lay flat on the
ground among the ruins of the farm buildings and rejoiced.Both sides seemed to be trying to see
how much ammunition they could put through their guns, both large and small. It madea
deafening roar. Some of our artillery was falling short of their range, sowe sent them a message to
elevate their guns. As the eleventh hour approached, the mists still drifted thickly amid the trees.
At exactly 11 o’clock on the eleventh of November, 1918 the roar of cannons died like anecho
fading in the distance. Everythingbecame asstill asdeath. The boys stood mutewith their mouths
open, asif waiting for someone to say “no,wewere just kiddingyou.” We broke into tears and
laughter which was followed by wi ld cheering aswe shook hands, slapped each other on the back,
and then stood straight to walk cautiously into the open. In a short time after the fir ing ceasedwe
were minglingwi th the enemy in the middle ground. Knowing the war was over was a feeling of
exquisite relief that one only gets once in a lifetime.Everyone seemed happy that the war had
ended. Bu t some hadbegun celebrating too soon and got killed or wounded. One German soldier
who hadbeen fighting for four years was killed by amachine gun bullet just minutes before the
shooting stopped. 7



Soon we see the Germans:

We soonmounted our French madeHotchkissMitrealuse- guns that were air‐ cooled andhad
deadly accuracy with a range of 5 miles and the speed of 270 shots per minute.We kept them
ready for action for some time just in case somethingmight happen. Soon the prisoners of war
came marching through. They were very pathetic, starving and half clothed. They would eat the
garbage that had been thrown out for days. They ate with relish the breadwith mold on it.Many "
of themwere diseased and their clothes were filthy. We were cautioned to not get near them. The
bread they carried was black and they smeared something on it that resembled axle grease. There
was an endless stream of them asthey passed through.

\.

And now the retreat:

We stayed at this place several days. For a time we heardwewould be placed in the Army of
Occupation andwould goon into Germany.We were not far from the city of Metz.Bu t perhaps
we were lucky and soon started movingback from the front. It was on 20 Nov1918 that we moved
back to the NonsardWoods and billeted in the Gayety Theatre again. It had a sloping floor that
made it difficult to sleep on.

On 15Dec 1918we left NonsardWoods and went to Vierville, France, a small town between two
high hills or mountains.Herewe spent Christmas. Duringour stay herewe made a movie. In a
shambattlewe drove the enemy out and took HattonChatelle, a city on top of one of the
mountains.While making this movie, I was runningup the hi l l and slipped and fell with my
Machine gun onmy back.

We left Vierville 6 Jan 1919marching ful l pack and reachedBernecourt some time after dark.We
spent the night in anold building deserted by the Germans. The roof leaked and the floor was wet.
I caught a cold that night,which resulted in a case of laryngitis.Next day 7 Jan we reached
Barisly-au-Plain and spent the rest of the winter there. While here I went to aMil i tary School at \..«"
Viterne from 23Feb - 2 Ma r.

On 1 Ma r 1919 the Col. told usthe time was fixed for our going home. The 28th Infantry division
was attached to 8.0.8. on 5Ma r 1919 andwe startedmoving toward St. Nazaire, a seaport of
France.We made a stop at a rest camp near Leman’s and stayed there several days before going
on to the coast.

The day for our leaving Francewasge t t ing closer:

On 10Ma r 1919our division was reviewedby our Commander in chief, Gen. J. J. Pershingand
staff. Gen Pershinglater referred to the troops of the 28th as“Men of Iron.”We had a personal
inspection on foot and a passing in review. It took 5 hours to go through with i t .While the review
was going on we saw a great display of airplane stunt flying. They did the maple leafwhirl flying
upside down and every other k ind of stunt one could imagine.Not long after being reviewedby
our Commander in Chief,we started on our way toward the seacoast.We stopped at Lemans,
France at a forward camp, some called it a rest camp. It was here that I was sent on a detail to
load a freight train with coal.We had a time getting the black coal dust washed off.We looked
like a bunch of black men. Some of the boys got hold of some mixedwhiskey and got dog drunk.
Some even had to betaken to the Infirmary. Pvt. Lanick was among the bunch. They rolled him
along in awheelbarrow. Just when they got h im to the door of the Infirmary the wheel barrow
collapsed and sent Lanick sprawling through the doorway. Nextmorningwhen he got back in
camp they had given him a bath and put clean clothes on him.He looked l ike a new person and
probably felt like one too. 8 “v



Fina l ly,we are moving again.. . . And wait ing:

Soon we loaded onto a freight train and went rolling toward St. Nazaire. That sure was a rough
ride. I thought several times the train would turn over. When we got to St. Nazairewewent to a
forward camp andwaitedour turn to get a ship to take usback to the States. HereI really began
to get homesick.Also here was the first encounter that I hadwith aNegro commissioned officer.
He was a captain and he seemed to be a nice fellow.

When wehad about given up hopes,we finally got our orders to rol l our pack and be ready to
board a ship which would enter the harborwhen the tide had risen.

As the tide rises, it is time to leave:

About the first of May 1919 as the high tide raised the water. Our ship, The Calamares came
steaming into the harbor.Along about 3 in the afternoonwemarched up the gangplank and
boarded the small ship. It was a comparatively small ship. I was told that up to this time it had
been usedon the Great Lakes asa fruit steamer. It had one smoke stack. This was its first trip
across the Atlantic and probably was its last.We ran into high seas on our way home that shook
its ballast loose in the bottomof the ship sothat when we got into NewYork it was tilting over to
one side.We were ordered to get on the high side to keep it from tilting too far. SoI would
presume it never made another trip across the Atlantic."

As the tide rises. it is time to leave:
About the first of May 1919 asthe high tide raised the water. Our ship, The Calamares came
steaming into the harbor. Along about 3 in the afternoonwemarchedup the gangplank and
boarded the small ship. It was a comparatively small ship. I was told that up to this time it had
been usedon the Great Lakes asa fruit steamer. It had one smoke stack. This was its first trip
across the Atlantic and probably was its last.We ran into high seas on our way home that shook
its ballast loose in the bottomof the ship sothat when we got into NewYork it was tilting OVer to
one side.We were ordered to get on the high side to keep it f rom tilting too far. SoI would
presume it never made another trip across the Atlantic.

Qh, how sweet it was to be in the States:

The Statue of Liberty lookedsogood to us.The welcoming committee gave usavery bigwelcome
home.We were taken to CampDix,N J .where we stayed several days.While there we were put
through another delousing plant to make sure we had gotten r i d of the body lice.We also turned
in our blankets and side arms (revolvers and 45 cal. automatics). The boys that lived up north
were mustered out at CampDix.After several days stay at Camp Dixwe Southern boys were
loaded ona train and sent to Camp Gordon near Atlanta, GA.While at Camp Gordon I got
homesick again. They didn’t seem to care whether we got musteredout or not. Those that would
reenlist could go home right off, but I was fed up with Army life by this point soI waited until I
was finally given a discharge. I got $60.00 to go home on. I got into Stevenson about 4 am . in the
morning. I struck out on foot heading for home assoon asit was light enough to travel.

And now I can almost smell SandMountain:

Everyone that I met on my way home seemed glad to see megetting back.Homefolks gave mea
hearty welcome. My younger sisters looked on me asa hero. In a few days, I discovered a year had
changed things a lot. I became restless and hal fway wished I was back in the Army. There you did
not have to worry about a place to sleep, something to eat or clothes to wear. Yet, the pay was only
$30.00 amonth. A mere pittance to what they get now 45years later (1964). 9



What am I going to do now?:

I saw the Superintendent of the Lumber Co that I was working for before I was inducted into the
service ayear before. He told me I could havemy old job backwith the lumber company. SoI ‑
went to work for them in June 1919.I worked for them until the fall of 1920. It was then that
lumber got hard to sell and the company said that they would have to cut my wages. I was making \/
$3.25 per day. Coldweather was coming on soI decided to goback to Hart’s Garage in
Chattanooga where I hadworked some before I went to work for DoranLumber Co. They were
glad to give me a job. So in the fal l of 1920 I went to work at Hart’s at Chestnut Street. I still
remember the phone number - Main 49. There I worked over a year untilDec. 1922.

1922was going to b r i n g changes into my life:

On 21Jan 1922,I marriedMartha Jane K i rk Hayes.Wewent to Dayton,TN, county seat of Rhea
County, TN, and got married by M r .Grice, a Justice of the Peace..My brother George and his
wife Ruby lived in Dayton,TN.We spent our first night at the Aqua Hotel in Dayton.The next day
being Sunday,we ate dinner with George andRuby.Sunday afternoonwe returned to
Chattanooga,TN where I went to work on Monday morning.We rented an apartment from
Frank andCorrine Haweswho were running a roominghouse at 2011/2 Market St. in
Chattanooga.My wife Janie had a young son by her first husbandLeroy Albert Hayes. Son,
Leroy Albert Hayes was about 3 years old. Janie’s mother, Julia Hagan kept h im for awhile after
wewere married. They were living at that time near Johnson City, TN. Their home in
Chattanooga hadburned andM r . andMrs.Haganhadbought a farmnear Johnson City and
moved. I worked at Hart’s Garage for nearly a year after wegot married.

I can hear SandMountain cal l ing mebackhome:

On 8Nov 1922 our first baby was born at 2011/2 Market St. A nine pound girl andD r.Williams
of Chattanooga delivered her.We namedher EdithAnnie-Annie after her grandmothers.When V
EdithAnnie was 3 weeks old wemoved to SandMountain. Janie, the baby and I came to
Stevenson on the train. We got a taxi to the river.My father met us there with a wagon and
brought usout to the home place. The Cox brothers brought our things by way of Trenton,GA on
their peddlingwagon. Their loadwas heavy sothey got an extra team of mules to help them get up
the mountain.We stayedwith my folks until I found a house to move into. I soon was able to get a
house that belonged to FrankHawes, the man who was running the roominghouse in
Chattanooga. Clarence Cox, his brother in law, rented the house to us for $1.50 per month.We got
moved in about the 15thof Dec 1922.

It was a loghousewith a big stack chimney with two big fireplaces. It was rather an open house
butwemanagedby keeping a good fire in the fireplace. We bought a small box stove to cook on.
The winter was not very severe that year. I only remember one big snow while we lived there. I
had to get out in the snow to cut wood for the fireplace. I cut poles and carried them on my
shoulder through the snow. Soonwewere all straightened out in the rented house.

Time to start bui ld ing our own home:

I set in to build usa house on the roadwhere I owned three and 1/2 acres of land onwhich I had
my blacksmith shop. The building it was in had been buil t 2 or 3 years before. This gave mea
space to store my buildingmaterials. The winter was rather mild,bu t it rained a lo t so I did not
make very much progress building the new house. I didn’t have enough new lumber so I had to do
a lot of scrapping around and that took extra time. Finally I bought a load of lumber from
William Cargile and managed to get the house hulled in sowe could move in February of 1923. \ r ‘
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It had two rooms fronting thepublic road and anL built back for the kitchen and dining room. I
think it was 28 ft in front and the L reached28 ft. to the rear on the right side looking from the
road toward the house. That winter we used a smallwood heater. It burnt 18inchwood and the
wood had to be split up nearly asfine asstove wood. We got along pretty well unt i l in March
when it snowed and turned real cold. It almost froze us out. Some how we made it through the
cold spell. Not longafter that I bought a 28inchW. Kingheater in pretty good shape fromGordon
Howardwho was moving out of KingBend.With the larger heater wecould burn larger wood
andwe got along pretty well with it.

Now that we are finally warm I wil l tell y o u how we ate:

The first year I share croppedwith my father. He furnished usmeat, Irish and sweet potatoes and
I bought hal fa fat hog from him.We managed to get by unti lwe grew something to eat at home.
Our first garden was in new ground. It was almost a failure. Our neighbor ElizabethCox gave us
things out of her garden that we could not grow in our new ground garden. Toward the last of the
summer we got a few things out of our garden. That first year was pretty tough sledding for us.
Most of our crop was at the old home place 3-4 miles fromwhere we lived. It took a lot of walking
to and from the homeplace.We had about 6 acres close by on the SimLeake place that was
convenient to tend. I just had one mule to make a crop with and I couldn’t cultivate very much
land.We planted corn, cane, peanuts and sweet potatoes.We planted our late Ir ishpotatoes on my
place down on the creek. I hadbought it fromDoranLumber Co. I had cleared and fenced an
acre. I was a goodpiece of ground asI had fertilized it well with stable manure from the
company’s big stock barn. They let mehave all I would haul away. It really grew good stuff for
years. We planted eight rows seventy yard long. I made 50bushels of fine potatoes.We got 25
bushels of Irishpotatoes as it was a share crop.We made enough corn, hay,sorghum and sweet
potatoes to do us, but my father kept the peanuts for himself.We were disappointed in not getting
a share of the peanuts as it was a lot of tedious work the way we worked themback then. Later, I
learned how to grow themwithout having to do somuch hoeing.

After that first year, we began to get more of our own landcleared sowe would havemore of our
own land to cultivate. My father did not grow cotton on his land. I had persuadedhimto letme
plant a small patch before I went to the Army. I think it was a390pound bale I got o f fmy patch. I
hauled it clear to Rosalie to get it ginned.NewtMoorewas operating a gin at that time. It was
aboutthe time M r .Clarady, his ginner, got his arm torn offwhile clearing a gin head.Hewas
lucky to get out alive.Yes, that first year was quite and experience for Janie andmeaswell.

We set in to have abetter garden the second yea r : We fertilized our garden spot well and grew
more to eat the second year. By the time the third year rolled aroundwe had a real garden. I had
set out a row of grape vines and soon we had plenty of grapes. On Sept. 11, 1924 our second baby
was born, a boy,we namedhimJames Vaughn. Janie’s mother’s maiden namewas Vaughn. Two
years later on Oct. 8, 1926 our third child came along.We named her Vesta Elizabeth.By this time
I had traded for a pair of small mules and began tending more land. In the mean time I bought 40
acres of land from the lumber company. It had a tow roomhouse on it and a crib with a shed on
the side of it. There was a garden spot and about 11/2 acres of land that I had shrubbed off. So
whenever I got a chance I sprouted it o f f and started cultivatingwhat I had cleared. I set out a
small orchard of peach and apple trees and got them ready to bear fruit. I had one tree that I was
especially proud of. It was an old fashion striped June apple. It was slow getting started to bear,
but when it did finally start hearing it grew lots of apples.We had apples o f f of it al l summer. It
grew by the side of the crib shed. 11



,On ra iny days and in the winter time: I worked in my blacksmith shop shoeing horses and mules ,
repairingwagons and sharpening ploughs, etc. I also did a lot of work for the Lumber Co. that I
had previously worked for, soI was kept pretty busy the biggest part of the time. Our youngest
child, Frances Julietta was born about 8 years after Vesta Elizabeth . They joined Leroy A. Hayes,
Edith Annie and James Vaughn asour offspring.My motherAnnie Susan grew lots of stuff in her
garden and truck patches. There were several good fruit trees on the place.With my younger \J
sisters to help her, she got along fairly well after my father died. My mother inherited from her
father the know how to handle and manage stock of al l kinds especially horses and mules.My
father had a mare mule namedKate.He kept Kate several years before he died. He sometimes had
trouble catching her out in the pasture when hewanted to put her to work. After my father’s
death in 1927,mymother kept Kate to pull the buggy and doher ploughing in her garden and
truck patches. In a short time she had her to where she could catch her anywhere anytime of day
or night. Shewould put the bridle on Kate andwork her anywhere she wanted to. In fact my
mother was the only person who could catch the mule anytime.My mother would loadup the
buggy with vegetables and fruits and sometimes would go to Stevenson,AL and sell her load to the
merchants or peddle them out f rom house to house. She sometimes would be after dark getting
back home.Most of the time she took one of my younger sisters with her. She continued this
routine for three, maybe four years until she gradually began to fai l in her health.

Go ingback several years:

Le t me tell you about the time we bui l t a pine pole house in the entrance to KingBend.We
excavated a place to build the house. The foundation was constructed of stone,which was
gathered around the place and brought to the place on a lizard pulled by our draft horse named
Bay. . I opened up a rock quarry about 100yards fromwhere we buil t the pole house.We drug
the poles up and put them on a skid and peeled the bark off them. It took a lot of poles to
construct a pine pole house laid horizontally,usingpoles for all the partitionwalls. I built my first
stack chimney and it was the only one I ever built. Wehad to build a foundation about 4 ft. high w
before the fireplaces were started. Some of the rocks in the foundation of the chimney weighed 500
to 1,000pounds. The roofwas made of boards split with am. I painted the roof andwalls with
creosote to make them last longer. Every joint at the corners were smearedwith linseed oil to keep
the moisture out. I took lots of pains fitting the joints and used a 60 penny spike to keep the joist
from slipping. Everyonewho examined the job, declared that a bug could not get into the corner
joints. It took methe better part of the winter to build the chimney. I cut the rocks at the quarry
then took them to the chimney and cemented them together without having to do anything but put
the mortar in the joints. It drew the smoke up perfectly. That was the only chimney I everbuilt,
bu t it was a good one. During the winter a five- inch snow fell one day andwhen I went back to
work inside the house, al l the snow had slid off the roof.The creosote on the board roofhadkept
the snow from sticking so it just slid off. In Maywemove into our new home, although the house
was not finished. We had the doors andwindows in,hardwood floors, hand dressedwith aplane
and rough pine ceiling overhead. The cracks between the logs had not been chinked. Sowe had
lots of fresh air coming in through the openings between the poles.With two good fireplaces and
plenty of woodwemanaged to survive. . The only finished lumber in the housewas the rafters lath
to fasten the board to, overhead joists, flooring and ceiling. The windows were cased in dressed
lumber. It had two double windows in front and two single windows in the rear.We had a glass
panel door in front and a solid back door. There were no widows at the ends of the house.We had
an opening in the chimney for the cook stove pipe to fit into. It seems quite old fashioned now by
today’s standards.

Written byJamesH. Buckner in June 1964. He was an ordainedBaptistminister in addition to the other
skills he hadandhesometimes substitutedfor hisfather at the schoolwhere John LeeBuckner taught. Many v , “
of my Buckner ancestors are buriedat Caperton’s ChapelCemetery. Others are buriedat Smith Cemetery and
Overlook Cemetery. Pat (Buckner) Boyd. 12
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THE JACKSON RIFLES
Thanks to Elizabeth (Payne) Word and Jan (Boyd) Roberts, the Jackson Rifles have
been identified! The following appeared in the September 15, 1887, edition of THE
SCOTTSBORO CITIZEN:
0 "Captain W. H. Payne (Elizabeth's great-grandfather Payne) the gallant captain of

the JACKSON RIFLES has received a notice from Col. John, commander of the
Third Regiment, to have his company ready to meet President (Grover) Cleveland
in Montgomery (AL) on the 20th of October to be reviewed by him. The company
will soon receive new arms and accoutrements and will be in attendance. The
company has also received a pressing invitation from Hon. Henry W. Grady of
THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION to meet the President at the Atlanta Exposition.
They will meet the President at Stevenson and will be his escort to Atlanta. We
are proud to know that the Jackson Rifles, the crack military company of North
Alabama, are known far and wide for their gallantry and standing as well as their
soldierly bearing.

At a recent election of the Rifles, the following officers were elected, and the roster of
the company now stands:
DAVID LARKIN, 1st LT.; J. P. STUART, 2nd LT.; W. A. Skelton, 1st Sgt.; T. J. KENNEDY, 2nd
Sgt.; ALBERT COTTON, 3rd Sgt.; F. G. Parks,4th Sgt.; W. D. BROWN, 1st Cpl.; JESSE MOODY,
2nd Cpl.; LEE BOYD (Jan Boyd Roberts' grandfather), 3rd Cpl.; ALBERT SMITH, 4th Cpl.; J. W.
ASHMORE; ANDY BOYD; LEE COTTON; JOHN R. FREEMAN; ROBERT T. HARGIS; JAMES
HORTON; WILLIAM JORDAN; W. F. KIRK; W. D. PARKS; W. J. ROBINSON; T. B. SNODGRASS;
D. N. SNODGRASS; JAMES SKELTON; A. W. WHITWORTH; AND BENJAMIN YOUNG."

0 THE SCOTI'SBORO CITIZEN, October 27, 1887:
"The Jackson Rifles, Capt. W. H. Payne commanding, took part in the drill at
Montgomery last Thursday and were reviewed by President Cleveland. The boys ‘W
presented a handsome appearance."

0 THE SCOTTSBORO CITIZEN, November 15, 1888:
"The Jackson Rifles acknowledge donations from the following persons for the purpose
of buying new uniforms: Gen. Joe Wheeler, Miss Mollie S. Petty, and N. B. Burch."

0 THE SCOTTSBORO CITIZEN, November 22, 1888:
"Attention Jackson Rifles: You are herby commanded to meet at your armory on
Saturday night, November 24. Important business. By order of Capt. Payne. Signed:
A(ndy) Boyd, Ord. Serg't"

0 THE SCOTTSBORO CITIZEN, July 11, 1889:
"The Jackson Rifles left Wednesday for the annual encampment and drill at Selma.
Capt. W. H. Payne will assume command of all troops enroute to the encampment.
Capt. Payne has taken great interest in his company and has, by patient labor, brought
the Jackson Rifles up to their present splendid condition. It is doubtful that there is a
captain in our state troops who is as popular with his men as Capt. Payne. His soldier
boys are all that one could wish and havethe best wishes of all fo r success. It would
be impossible to pick a more gentlemanly company anywhere, and their conduct in the
past is a guarantee of the future. Arrangements have been made by which parties
desiring to attend the encampment can make the round trip for $6.15. This is one cent
per mile." \~
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